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Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am delighted that you have chosen to send your son or daughter to Chestnut Grove Academy. I 
understand that choosing the ‘right’ school is one of the most important decisions that you will 
make for your child and I am confident that we will be able to deliver a first class education. The 
governors, staff and myself share a passionate commitment to meeting the varied needs of all our 
students, in order to ensure that they leave Chestnut Grove Academy with the best possible 
academic qualifications and with the skills they need to succeed in this rapidly changing world. We 
want them to enjoy every aspect of their learning and to develop as responsible, resilient and 
considerate individuals, so that they leave us able to make a positive contribution to society and 
enjoy success in whichever field they choose for themselves. 
 
You join us at an exciting time in Chestnut Grove’s ever-changing history, and we hope that your 
child’s stay with us will be very fulfilling, productive and most importantly of all, enjoyable. It is my 
personal belief that a happy student will achieve their potential, and that is what Chestnut Grove 
Academy is all about; happy students achieving success in the widest possible sense. We set high 
academic standards and succeed in ensuring that the school engenders values of respect, 
courtesy, consideration and tolerance. 
 
In September we moved into our new school building. I have said right from the beginning of the 
building programme that it is not buildings that make good schools, but people. We are fortunate in 
having exceptional staff who are committed to providing the best education possible for our 
amazing students, but there can be no denying that we are influenced by our environment and I 
am confident that the new building has proven to be a positive force for change. The new building 
has provided all of our students with exceptional facilities and a learning environment which will 
enable them to reach their potential. I am delighted that your child will be in the first few year 
groups to benefit from this new building and I am certain that it will make a significant contribution 
to their education. We look forward to welcoming you into the new building during the school year 
and sharing our new facilities with you. 

All of this is however peripheral to excellent teaching and learning which I can assure you will 
remain constant and at the forefront of our priorities. What is really unique about Chestnut Grove 
is its ability to enable students to make exceptional progress from the moment they arrive in the 
school, and that is our aim with your son or daughter.  We have high expectations of all our 
students, and want them to achieve their absolute best in everything they do.  That is why we are 
successful. 
 
We can’t do this on our own.  Support at home is a really important part of a child’s success, 
particularly as they go through the challenges of adolescence.  We will do our best to support you 
in supporting your son or daughter, and we really hope that you will engage with us actively and 
purposefully in everything that we do.   
 
I also hope you will become an active member of our community, for example by joining our 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) which we refer to as The Friends of Chestnut Grove (FoCG). 
 
Chestnut Grove’s motto is ‘A Creative Learning Community’. This means a lot to us and in time, it 
will come to mean a great deal to you too. Over the next year we are going to articulate this vision 
to the students through the acrostic ‘PROUD’ which the students have developed; it stands for: 
 

Message from the Headteacher 
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 Positive and engaged 

 Resilient and independent 

 Open-minded and creative 

 Unified and community focused 

 Determined and committed 
 
We will take every opportunity to remind them of the importance of having a sense of pride in their 
school and in themselves. I feel incredibly proud to be part of this fantastic school – I hope you do 
too. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Christian Kingsley 
Headteacher 
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Uniform: 

 From the first day of term, your  child should arrive in full Chestnut Grove school uniform, 
including the Chestnut Grove bag. If a coat is worn, it must be black and students need to 
take these off inside the school building. 

 Every morning, students’ uniform is checked at the school entrance and we expect students 
to remain in full school uniform at all times on the school site. 

 

 
 
Full details of our school uniform requirements and where to purchase the school uniform can be 
found on our website and in the school uniform pamphlet. 

School Uniform and Equipment 
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Equipment: 

 All students are expected to come fully equipped for school and carry their ‘five a day’.  This 
consists of a pen, pencil, ruler, eraser and school diary (this is provided by the school on 
the first day of term). 

 Students should also have a calculator for mathematics.  Please note that when purchasing 
a calculator, students will require a Casio Scientific Calculator. 

 On days when your child has PE, they are expected to bring the full Chestnut Grove PE kit 
with to school (please see the uniform pamphlet). 

 Chestnut Grove is working towards the Eco Schools Award and one of our key aims is to 
reduce the amount of waste we produce.  To enable us to reduce the number of plastic 
water bottles that our students buy and throw away each year, please provide your child 
with a reusable water bottle, to be used on a daily basis.   
 

 
  

Equipment: How can you work in partnership with us? 
 

 Please check your child has their ‘5 a day’ before leaving the house each morning.   

 Please check your child has a reuseable water bottle each day. 
 

School Uniform: How can you work in partnership with us? 
 

 Please check that your child has the correct uniform each morning before leaving for 
school. 

 Some parents find it useful to have more than one school tie, in case their child loses 
one or it needs washing. 

 Please double check the school’s requirements for school shoes before buying your 
child new shoes. 

 Please ensure that your child’s bag has his or her name written on the name tag, this is 
particularly important to prevent the bag being lost at break and lunchtimes and after 
PE. 
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Mobile phones, jewellery and junk food: 

 Mobile phones are strictly controlled at Chestnut Grove to ensure that students can fully 
focus upon their learning.  If mobile phones are seen, they are automatically confiscated 
and kept in our school safe until collected the following day by a parent.  If mobile phones 
are carried, they must be turned off and kept out of sight at all times. 

 In order to encourage healthy eating and reduce litter around school, junk food is banned 
upon the school site.  Junk food is automatically confiscated by staff and returned at the 
end of the half term. 

 Please check the school uniform pamphlet for our rules on jewellery.  Jewellery that is not 
within our rules is confiscated by staff and returned at the end of the half term.  

 

 
 

 
  

Mobile phones, jewellery and junk food : How can you work in partnership with us? 
 

 Please discuss our policy on mobile phones and junk food with your child to ensure 
that he or she understands the reasons for the rules. 

 Please explain to your child that students cannot use their mobile phones to call, or 
receive calls from, parents during the school day.  If your child needs to contact you, 
her or she may do so via the phones in our Main Reception.  

 We recognise that some students get hungry at breaktime and choose to bring snacks 
from home; please ensure your child is bringing healthy snacks into school. 
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On the first day, students will be shown how to use the school canteen and where to go if they 
have a packed lunch.  Students will either be able to have:  
 
a) A school lunch in the canteen (approximate cost £2.30).  If your child is entitled to a free school 
meal, these will be provided.  In all other instance, please ensure your child’s Parent Pay account 
is topped up to enable lunch to be bought on the first day (see below). 
 
b) A packed lunch brought from home (please note that junk food is banned from Chestnut Grove; 
this includes crisps, chocolate, sweets and fizzy drinks). 
 
Throughout the rest of the term, the canteen is also open at breaktime. 
 
Biometric Fingerprint System and the Cashless School 
 
School meals are paid for via our biometic fingerprint system, which is linked to your child’s 
ParentPay account that you can keep topped up.   This system also enables you to keep a check 
on what your child has eaten. This information is securely kept on our ICT server and then deleted 
when students leave. Unless you choose to opt out in writing to the school office, it is assumed 
that the school has your permission to record and keep this data for the sole purpose of managing 
the delivery of school dinners to students.    
 
Payments to the school and topping up your child’s lunch account 

For the safety and security of all, Chestnut Grove is a “cashless” school and cash is not accepted 

as a form of payment.  You can pay for school trips or school lunches in one of the following ways: 

 By Cheque 

 Via ParentPay on the internet 

 At local convenience stores showing the PayPoint logo 
 

During the summer holidays, you will receive a letter informing you of how to register for a 

ParentPay account.  Should you have any queries, please contact our Finance Assistant, Ms 

Natalie Windley on accounts@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk or 0208 7722530.     

 
Free School Meals: 
 
Free School Meals are available to those students whose parent/guardian receives one of the 
following:- 

 Income Support (IS) 

 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

 Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit with no Working Tax Credit and have an income, as assessed by the 
Inland Revenue, that does not exceed £16,190  

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Employment and Support Allowance. 
 

If your child is eligible for free school meals but brings in his/her own lunch, please still register him 
or her, as this means the school can get more income via the Pupil Premium. The school can 
access £600 extra funding for every student registered for free school meals.   Please note, your 

Lunches and the Cashless School 

mailto:accounts@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk
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child’s free school meals allowance is credited to your child’s account that is accessible through 
the biometric fingerprint system; this means the system is confidential to your child. 
 
If you have any questions about Free School Meals, please contact Siobhan Gilroy in our Main 
Reception on 020 8772 2500.  Application forms for free school meals can be accessed 
throughout the school year from our Main Reception. 
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It is vital that your child has excellent punctuality and attendance to school, as this has a direct 

impact upon progress and achievement.  Our expectation is that all children attend school on time 

each day and that students have an attendance percentage of 98% or above.  In instances where 

attendance is a concern, we will contact you to investigate further.  Please note that poor 

attendance can result in a fine.   

The timings of our school day vary as follows as we have an extended day on a Monday. 

Monday: 

Time  
8am The earliest time at which students will be allowed onto the school site 
8.30am The ealiest time at which students will be allowed into the school building 
8.40am Students should be at their tutor time classroom 
8.45am Period 1: Health 
9.30am Period 2 
10.30am Period 3 
11.30am Lunch 
12.15pm Period 4 
1.15pm Period 5 
2.15pm Break 
2.35pm Period 6 
3.35pm  End of the school day 
3.50pm All students must be off the school site unless in detention or in a club 
 
Tuesday – Friday: 
 
Time  
8am The earliest time at which students will be allowed onto the school site 
8.30am The ealiest time at which students will be allowed into the school building 
8.40am Students should be at their tutor time classroom 
8.45am Tutor time or assembly 
9.00am Period 1 
10.00am Period 2 
11.00am Break 
11.20am Period 3 
12.20pm Period 4 
1.20pm Lunch 
2.05pm Period 5 
3.05pm  End of the school day 
3.20pm All students must be off the school site unless in detention or in a club 
 

Timings of the School Day, Attendance 

and Punctuality 
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Attendance and Punctuality: How can you work in partnership with us? 
 

 Please ensure your child has excellent attendance, of over 98%. 

 Please ensure your child arrives on time for school each day.  Normally we recommend 
that students arrive on site by 8.30am.  Students must be at their tutor room by 
8.40am. 

 If you have to report an absence, please contact our Attendance Officer on 020 8772 
2549. 

 Please do not book holidays during the school term. 
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Chestnut Grove benefits from excellent public transport links and many of our children live very 
close to school.  The vast majority of our students travel to school on foot or by public transport.  
Traffic in the surrounding area can be very congested, making drop offs close to school via car 
more difficult.   
 
The following public transport options are available. 
  

 The nearest Underground station is Balham which is on the Northern Line. 

 The nearest Overground train station is Balham and is run by South West Trains. 

 The following buses come to Balham;  
 155 - Tooting (St Georges) to Lambeth  
 249 - Balham Train Station to Penge  
 315 - Balham Train Station to Tulse Hill Train Station  
 355 - Mitcham (London Road) to Brixton (Brixton Road)  

 
As part of our new building, we have new cycle storage facilities.  If you would be interested in 
your child participating in cycle safety training, please contact Ms Deborah Gostling at 
dgostling@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk. 
 
Road safety: 
 
Road safety is of the upmost importance, and the roads around Chestnut Grove can pose 
considerable dangers to student.  Please encourage your child to: 
 

 Put his or her phone away whilst crossing roads. 

 Stay on the pavement side of barriers. 

 Remaining on the pavement on quieter roads when walking with groups of friends. 

 Keeping a focus upon road users, including cyclists, at road junctions. 

 Only cross at the Balham Undeground Junction when there is adequate time on the count-
down to do so. 

 Never run across a road to catch a bus, talk to friends or family or get to school on time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travel to School 

mailto:dgostling@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk
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Working in partnership with parents is a key part of our approach and our staff are very happy to 
be contacted should you have any questions, or concerns.  In Year 7, we normally recommend 
that you contact your child’s tutor in the first instance.  You may also want to contact your child’s 
class teacher should a query be about an individual subject.  
 
You can contact us: 
 
By phone:  
Contact the Main Office directly 020 8673 8737 and ask to be put through to the relevant member 
of staff. If he/she are unavailable a message will be taken and passed to the member of staff  

By e-mail: 
Contact info@chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk. All e-mails are sorted and then forwarded to the 
relevant member of staff. 

Via the Student Diary:  
Parents should use the diary regularly to make contact with the school. The student should bring 
any notes to the attention of the tutor/Raising Standards Leader if a prompt response is desired. 
 
In person:  
Our staff are always willing to meet with you in person should you need to and they can be 
contacted via the mechanisms above to arrange this.  Please note, parents are be allowed on site 
without an appointment.  

 

Communication from us: 

The school newsletter informs parents of key school events and the activities that students are 
involved in.  It is distributed via email every Friday. 

We will send many of our letters via email.  On other occasions, you will receive text messages 
with links to letters hosted on our website. 

My Child At School allows you to log in to check your child’s attendance and punctuality and any 
PROUD Points or behaviour logs.  It is also where your child’s progress data and school reports 
will be hosted.  You will be given log in details when your child joins the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Keeping in Contact 
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Homework is an important feature of life as a student at Chestnut Grove. It can help to extend 
students’ learning and ensure that they consolidate on concepts learnt in class.   

In the first few weeks of term we will send you your child’s Homework Timetable, which will outline 
exactly when your child will receive homework in each subject.  

A general guide to the frequency of homework is: 
 
English and Maths: Twice per week. On most occasions the second homework will be research 
based or independent in nature.  
Geography, History, French, Spanish: Once per week.  
Art, DT, ICT, PBE: Fortnightly  
Music and Performing Arts: Once per half term 
 
Students will record their homework in their school diary and should mark off when the homework 
is complete.  
 
If you have any concerns about homework, please do not hesitate to contact your child's tutor.  
 

 

 

If we all work together to get students 
into the homework habit, then we are 
building a solid foundation for success 
at GCSE, A Level and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework: How can you work in partnership with us? 
1. Help your child to develop effective homework routines and schedule when during the week 
they will do it.  
2. Encourage your child to keep phones, tablets etc switched off during homework time.  
3. Routinely check your child's diary and check that homework is being complete. You will 
need to sign your child's planner on a weekly basis.  
4. Encourage your child to proof read their homework to spot common spelling and grammar 
errors and work out how it can be improved.  
5. Many students find it useful to have a plastic wallet in their bag to keep any sheets that they 
are given for homework. 
6.  Contact your child's tutor if you have concerns about homework.  
 

Homework and Independent Learning 
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We run an extensive After School and Lunchtime Clubs programme, along with a wide range of 
homework clubs and revision intervention sessions.  In many instances our clubs are free, with a 
small fee chargeable for others.  In September our new Clubs Programme is published and will be 
circulated in September. 
 
This is our 2017-18-17 Clubs Programme is available at the following link:  
 
http://www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk/Clubs   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs 

http://www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk/Clubs
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Our School Calendar is available on our school website.  This gives details of school production 
dates, Sports Days etc. 

Term Dates 2017-18:   

 

 

AUTUMN TERM 

 

First day Year 7 students only  

First day all students           

Half Term 

Christmas Holiday 

Tuesday 5th September 

Wednesday 6th September 

23rd October - 27th October 

20th December – 1st 

January 

 

 

SPRING TERM 

 

First day (for all students) 

Half Term 

Easter Holiday 

Wednesday 3rd January 

12th – 16th February 

30th March  – 13th April 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 

First day  

Half Term 

Last day 

Monday 16th April 

28th May – 1st June 

Friday 20thJuly 

 

Staff Professional Days (students do not attend school) 

Friday 29th September, 2017 

Friday 24th November, 2017 

Tuesday 2nd January, 2018 

Friday 6th July, 2018 

 

 

 

Key Dates 2017-18 
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