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How did William prepare for 
the Battle of Hastings? 

The Bayeux Tapestry explains events leading up, and during the Battle of 
Hasting in 1066.The Bayeux Tapestry was ordered to be made by 
William’s brother Odo around 1067-1070.  

The piece is embroidered (stitched onto fabric) rather than being 

woven like normal tapestries. It is very big! It measures 70 metres 

long and 50 metres wide. It shows 72 scenes of events from 1066.  

Historians have found the tapestry very useful because it provides us 
with evidence about what happened in 1066. However, they have also 
questioned its reliability because of who made it. 



a) What are these men 

doing? 

b) What are these men making? 

c) Where are they taking the 

_____? 



William’s men carry their weapons, 
armour and food to the ship. 

The ships are approaching the south 
coast of England. 

The ships arrive in England.  The 
soldiers unload their horses and 
weapons. 

A big dinner is prepared so that the 
soldiers are well fed before battle. 

How is William preparing for the battle? 



What was the most important reason for William’s victory 
at the Battle of Hastings? 







Revision activity:  
Organise the different reasons on this page into these 
categories:  
• Luck  
• Preparation  
• Leadership  

 
Use the next page to help if you are stuck!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



William was very brave. 

At a difficult time in the 

battle he led his men 

back up the hill to attack 

the English. 

At a key moment in the 

battle, Harold was killed. 

William told his men to 

use the clever trick of 

pretending to leave to 

make the English come 

down the hill.  

Then the Normans could 

kill them. 

The wind had changed 

at the right time for 

William. He was able to 

cross the sea and land in 

Hastings while Harold 

was still fighting in the 

north. 

Some of Harold’s best 

soldiers had been killed 

fighting at the Battle of 

Stamford Bridge in the 

north of England. 

William had a very 

strong army and lots of 

weapons. 

Harold’s men were very 

tired when they got to 

Hastings and were not 

ready to fight. 

William had built many 

ships to carry his forces 

across the sea. 

William had a lots of 

knights on horses which 

made the Normans very 

powerful.  

William arranged his 

army in rows so that they 

were ready to attack. 

When we look at reasons why something happened in the past historians try to group ideas together.   
Sort these reasons for William’s victory into the three categories – PREPARATION, LEADERSHIP and LUCK. 



How much did the Domesday Book 
change England? 

The Domesday Book was used by William to control the people of England after the 
Norman conquest. He was keen to know all about the country he had conquered and 
how much it was worth. 

William sent men to over 13,000 villages to interview people. The officials wrote down 
how many people lived there, who held the land, what type of people worked on the 
land and how many pigs, cows or sheep each man had.  

All the records were copied into Latin and filled two huge books. William used the book 
to work out how much money people had and so how much tax they had to pay him. 
Domesday means ‘God’s Judgement Day’ – God’s judgement could not be avoided, and 
nor could William’s taxes! 



William increased taxes when he arrived 

in England in 1066. People were taxed even 

more after the Domesday book was made. 

It started a tradition in England to create surveys 

about people living there. Today we have something 

called a census which is a big survey that happens 

every 10 years. 

It was difficult for the people writing the 

Domesday Book to make it accurate. They 

were using roman numerals (numbers) which 

were difficult to understand. 

The people's answers to the questions in the 

Domesday book were double checked. 

It was written out into a book by only one monk in 

Winchester. 

Under the Saxons, the English were only taxed in 

times of war. Under William they were taxed much 

more. 

All the information was copied on to paper called 

parchment which was made out of sheep's skin. 

The book was so long, nearly 1,000 sheep were 

killed to make enough pages! 

The big divide between the rich and the poor still 

remained after the Domesday book changed the 

levels of taxes. 

It is difficult to tell how people felt about the 

Domesday book because only a few particular 

questions were asked in the survey 

People carrying out the survey for the Domesday 

book would have very different ideas about 

maths and therefore often wouldn't reach the same 

answers when counting or doing sums. 

How much did the Domesday Book change England? 

 Label each card as follows: Change (C), No change (NC) or Not relevant (NR) to the topic of ‘how much change’. 

 Decide on change on a scale of 1 (least) to 5 (most). 

Stretch: Why did you give the different changes the marks you did?  



How much did feudalism change 
England? 

King William had to decide how he was going run England.  He did not want the old 
English nobles to keep their estates (land), because they would be powerful and might 
try to overthrow (get rid of) him! 

As king, William owned all the land in the country but he could not be everywhere at 
once. So William decided to lend land to his loyal supporters but they had duties to 
perform as well.  This system of duties and rewards was called the  Feudal System.  

Lords (barons) and bishops were given land by William and they had to swear an oath 
of loyalty to the king. These barons then had to provide knights (soldiers) to guard 
castles or fight in wars for their king. The knights were lent smaller pieces of land and 
had peasants or villeins to work on the land for them. 





Answer these questions: 

1. How did it work? 

2. How would it help William to control England? 

3. How might the Saxons feel about this new type of government? 

4. Can you see any possible problems with this system of government? 

5. How much did it change England? 

1. The Feudal System was... 

2. I think this would be an effective method of government because... 

3. The Saxons might feel… 

4. There might be some problems because… 

5. It changed England a significant amount / a moderate amount / not at 

all... 

What was the Feudal System? 



How much did castles change England? 

10 October 2016 



What? 
The Normans built Motte and Bailey castles. A Motte 
was a large man-made hill, with a wooden tower 
placed on the top. A Bailey was the living area built at 
the bottom of the Motte.  

These wooden castles were quick to build which meant that the 
Normans could start to rule over an area quickly. Later many castles 
were rebuilt in stone which was a lot stronger and lasted for a longer 
time.  

 

 

 

Extension: 

Motte and bailey castles had a number 

of weaknesses. Wood is a weak 

building material so these castles 

could not be big. Wood can rot with 

the rain or catch on fire. Also they 

were not big enough to house bigger 

groups of soldiers. 



Why? 

The height of a Motte was used to intimidate (scare) 
the local population and to make sure that the 
Normans could defend their territory (land). From his 
castle the local lord could collect taxes and make new 
laws. 

The castles helped the Normans keep control 

of England after the invasion in 1066. Without these  

castles the Normans might not have been able to  

stop rebels and keep ruling England. 

 

 

Extension: 

Remember that William’s success at the Battle of 

Hastings was partly due to bringing pre-built castles with 

his invasion fleet when attacking England. William’s men 

had a place to sleep and eat before the battle.  



Who? 
The Lord of the castle and possibly his family would live in 
the most protected part of the castle – the keep. Servants 
would be expected to provide food for the nobles and 
soldiers. The soldiers were well paid and lived within the 
bailey of the castle. 

Life in the Norman Motte and Bailey Castles depended on your rank (how 
important you were). Other jobs within the Motte and Bailey castle were the 
blacksmiths - to keep a supply of arrowheads, the stable hands to help with 
the horses and the kitchen staff to cook and clean.  

 

 
Extension: 

Like the Feudal system itself, 

life in a Motte and Bailey 

castle was a pyramid shape 

with the lord at the top of the 

pyramid - literally living the 

high life! And the quality of life 

got worse as you went down 

the pyramid. 



Where? 
The Normans built hundreds of castles in England! 
They started after the conquest in 1066 and future 
kings and lords continued to build and rebuild 
castles for the next 500 years. 

Extension: 

The Normans built their castles in specific locations: on the 

highest ground in the area, next to rivers, overlooking towns 

and sometimes next to harbours (sea ports).  

A map of major Norman castles in England 

Many of these castles have crumbled away 

over the years but you can still see the ruins of 

Norman castles all over England. The most 

famous stone castle that you can still see today 

is the White Tower at the Tower of London. 

Rochester Castle in Kent is another fine 

example of a Norman square keep castle.  

 


