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Stage 1: 1745 
Housing 
As most people lived in the country side, housing 
for ordinary people was mainly farming cottages. 
These would be of brick and wood – often with 
thatched roofs. Clothing would be made in the 
home, from locally produced wool. 

Leisure and travel 
Ordinary working people in 1745 enjoyed fewer 
holidays than workers in the Middle Ages. Most 
people would work a six-day week, with only 
Sunday off for rest and to go to church. Travel 
was mainly on foot or by horse – journey times 
were long. A journey from London to Edinburgh in 
1745 could take twelve days. 

Education 
In 1745 education was mainly for children of 
the rich. Very few ordinary people could read 
or write. Dame schools existed for ordinary 
people. These were usually held in the home 
of the teacher and provided boys and girls 
with an education of varying quality –they 
taught basic reading and writing. There were 
a total of seven universities in Britain – all 
students at these universities were male. 

Work 
With 80 per cent (11 million) living in the 
countryside the main occupation was farming 
– growing food and rearing animals. Clothes 
and textiles (cloth) were made in the home. As 
well as farming and textile work there was also 
small-scale manufacturing in workshops, 
making items such as barrels, bridles, nails 
and cutlery. 

Health 
There was only a basic understanding of medical 
knowledge – many children did not survive their first 
year. The annual death rate was 28 per 1,000 
people – the average life expectancy was around 40 
years old. People in 1745 had no idea about germs. 
Surgery was risky with many people dying of shock, 
blood loss and infection. Many people lived with the 
threat of starvation if there was a bad harvest of 
crops. 



Stage 2: 1850 
Housing 
In rural parts of Britain housing had not really changed in the years 
since 1745. Due to changing industry and work, most of the 
population lived in towns and cities. Housing in towns and cities 
such as Leeds, Newcastle, Glasgow and Manchester was often 
poor quality. Many families lived in single room flats with only basic 
furniture. 

Leisure and travel 
With the majority of ordinary city workers tied to 
hours and shifts of the mines and factories, 
holidays were rare. People continued to work six-
day weeks with Sunday off. Railways were 
expanding. The journey time from London to 
Edinburgh in 1850 would take twelve and a half 
hours. 

Education 
A decent education was mostly the privilege 
of the wealthy upper and middle classes. 
Ordinary working people did not want to 
spend their money on education. There was 
no compulsory education. Some Dame 
schools continued, although a report showed 
their quality was poor. There were several 
universities, but only for the upper classes. 

Work 
By 1851, the total population stood at 27.5 million. While 
half of the population were in the countryside, the other 
half were working in the towns and cities. Britain saw a 
growth in factories and mines and mills. Working hours 
were long – sometimes up to twelve hours a day. Laws 
began to be passed to stop children working in factories, 
but there was no support for the unemployed, no benefits 
and no sick pay. 

Health 
Knowledge of germs and medical theory in general 
remained unchanged. A medicine against smallpox 
had been discovered. In the overcrowded areas, 
typhoid, cholera and tuberculosis killed many 
people. Infant mortality (children dying) remained 
high and the overall death rate was 22 per 1000 
people. Life expectancy in the towns and cities was 
down to 35 years. 



Stage 3: 1901 

Housing 
By 1901 a massive 75 per cent of the population lived in towns and cities. 
The quality of new housing in Britain had generally improved. Builders of 
new houses had to follow government and local council regulations. Sewer 
systems had been improved. Old housing problems remained in slum areas 
in many big cities. Millions of people still lived in poor conditions and 
overcrowded housing. 

Leisure and travel 
People continued to work long hours but it was becoming 
more common to have Saturday afternoon off work. This 
allowed people to enjoy sport. Since 1871, the Bank 
Holiday Act had protected workers holidays. By 1900, 
Britain had 18,000 miles of railway lines. By 1900 the 
journey time from London to Edinburgh took nine hours. 

Education 
The overall level of education had improved 
for ordinary British people. Following changed 
in the law, all children had to attend 
elementary school between the ages of five 
and ten. More people could read and write. 
For those who could afford it, there was a 
total of seventeen universities in Britain and 
they were open to women. 

Work 
Only 25% of the working population still 
worked in the countryside. While animal power 
was still used on farms, there were also 
machines to make farmers’ working lives a 
little easier. Factories now used steam power. 
For people in need there was still no 
unemployment benefit. 

Health 
By 1901 the annual death rate had fallen to 18 per 
1000 people. Thanks to the work of Louis Pasteur, 
doctors now knew that germs were a cause of 
illness and vaccinations had been developed. There 
had also been an increased awareness of hygiene 
and healthier living. 



STARTER: What can you learn and infer from these two images? 

A: An artists impression of a farm workers cottage B: An artists impression of a cellar dwelling occupied by textile workers in 
Manchester 

1. What words (three for each) would you use to describe these two paintings? 
2. Which one seems the most pleasant looking? 
3. Where would you prefer to live and why? 



Literacy Task: What were the problems facing farm labourers? 
As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

Workers in the countryside faced a hard life with low wages. Farm workers in 
Dorset, in 1846, rarely earned more than seven shillings (35 pence) a week. 

Shepherds lived almost completely on their own and might have to spend up to 
a week travelling and sleeping outside just to get their sheep to market. Job 
security for farm workers was unknown – they could be sacked at any moment. 

People in the countryside could live in filthy conditions. A lack of proper sewage 
systems meant that filthy water was common. Most labourers and their families 
lived mostly on bread and in small cottages. Famine and misery were a normal 
part of life. There was also high unemployment with the introduction of new 
inventions and machinery which did not require as many people to run. 



Manchester, 1850 
 
From a population of 18,000 in 1750,  it had grown to 303,000 people by 
1851. This was mainly due to the cotton industry. The city had the right 
climate and weather for the cotton mills – the damp air meant that the 
cotton did not snap when it as being worked. 

There were other jobs available to people in Manchester. Manchester 
offered work in factories, warehouses, chemical plants, canals and 
railways, chimney sweeps and office work. This work was low skilled 
and ideal for people who had migrated to Manchester from farming 
jobs. Mills and factory work typically earned a worker twelve shillings 
(60 pence) per week, for twelve-hour shifts. 
For those who worked in the factories and cotton mills, long days were 
normal and factory discipline was normal. 

Cruel discipline: there was 
frequent “"strapping"” (hitting with 
a leather strap). Other 
punishments included hanging 
iron weights around children's 
necks, hanging them from the roof 
in baskets and nailing children's 
ears to the table. 
 
Fierce systems of fines: these 
were given for talking or whistling, 
leaving the room without 
permission, or having a little dirt 
on a machine. 
 
Accidents: forcing children to 
crawl into dangerous, unguarded 
machinery led to many accidents. 
Up to 40 per cent of accident 
cases at Manchester Infirmary in 
1833 were factory accidents. 

For Manchester’s children one change for the better appeared in 1844 
with the passing of the Factory Acct. This Act of Parliament had limited 
the working hours of children aged 8-13 to a total of six and a half 
per day. 
 
The quality of housing for workers was poor. Rubbish lay around and 
an average of 20 people lived in each of the small houses. One toilet 
was often shared by more than 100 people. People lived on bread, 
porridge, tea, potatoes and sometimes bacon. Coal for heating houses 
became cheaper and more available. However, the burning of coal 
meant that Manchester was very polluted. 
 
Like other cities, there was a growing middle class and some people 
became very rich in Manchester. This was a clear sign that for some 
people industrial change had brought about a real increase in their 
comfort and personal wealth. 



Pit shaft collapse 
In mines with only one entry, if 
this became blocked, (for 
instance by a rock fall) then 
miners could be trapped 
underground. 

Fire damp 
This was methane 
gas which might 
explode if it came into 
contact with spark. 

Flooding 
Mines could be flooded 
by tunnels opening into 
underground lakes. 

Choke damp 
Coal seams could 
contain ‘choke damp’. 
This was a mixture of 
gases that could 
suffocate miners. 

Roof collapse 
Poor roof support could lead 
to tunnel ceilings falling and 
crushing or trapping miners. 

Physical damage 
Children could be crushed by coal trucks or deformed 
from pulling/pushing heavily loaded coal trucks. All 
miners were at risk from accidents with machinery, 
and from physical damage caused by the job. 

What were the dangers of working down a coal mine? 
Read through the sheet and make a list of all the dangers facing miners in the coal mines. 

Extension: How could the 
government improve the 
situation in the mines? 



In 1842 a report into the conditions in mines led to widespread concern 
for the safety of the workers, particularly women and children who 
worked underground for eleven or twelve hours a day. This led to the 
government passing three Mines Acts between 1842 and 1872... 

1842 Mines & Collieries 
Act 
Banned the following from 
working underground: 
 women 
Girls 
Boys under ten years old. 

1860 Coal Mines 
Regulation Act 
Banned boys less than 
twelve years of age from 
working underground. 
Required mine owners to 
fence off dangerous areas 
of their mines and ensure 
that all miners had a safety 
lamp. 

1872 Mines Regulation Act 
Required all mines to have 
two exit shafts in case one 
became blocked. 
All pit managers had to be 
trained and qualified. 



Richard Arkwright 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Who were the most important inventors of the Industrial Revolution? 
Research these men, their inventions and their impact… 

James Watt 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

George Stephenson 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Michael Faraday 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Henry Bessemer 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Alexander Graham Bell 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 

Charles Babbage 

Invention/design: 
 
 
 

Impact: 
 
 
 



What was the Andover Scandal? 
Read through the passage and HIGHLIGHT examples of poor treatment in the 
workhouses… 
 
After the passing of the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act, help for ‘able’ poor people 
was given through workhouses. Workhouses were special buildings where the 
able poor were sent to live and work. Conditions in the workhouses were made 
worse than the conditions outside. This was to try and encourage people to take 
any job instead of ending up there. The main job for the inmates was the breaking 
up of animal bones to use as an ingredient in fertiliser for farms. 
 
The Andover Workhouse had a reputation for being very strict, mostly due to 
Master Colin McDougal. McDougal ran the workhouse along with his wife, Mary 
Ann, who was described as ‘a violent lady’. The McDougals ran the workhouse like 
a prison, keeping spending and food rations to a minimum. Inmates in the 
workhouse had to eat their food with their fingers. Even speaking could earn an 
inmate a spell in a punishment cell. 
 
In 1845 rumours began to spread in the town that inmates in the workhouse were 
so short of food that they had begun to eat scraps of flesh from the animal bones 
they were supposed to be breaking. The rumours also talked of fights breaking out 
when a fleshy bone was found. One inmate said ‘To satisfy our hunger a little, 
because a pint and a half of gruel is not much for a man’s breakfast, we eat the 
stale and stinking meat.’ Mr Hugh Mundy, a guardian of the workhouse, became 
concerned and an investigation began. This Commission quickly found out that the 
rumours of under-feeding were true. Also, it heard of inmates as young as eight 
doing back-breaking work, as well as the violent and drunken actions of Mr 
McDougal. 
 
EXTENSION: Summarise what you have learned about attitudes to poor people in 
1846. Write down three ideas… 



1. The Old poor law 
 
In 1745 help for the poor was still based on the old poor law from 
1601. Local areas gave the sick and elderly money and food in 
their own homes (Outdoor Relief). In some parts of the country 
workhouses had been set up to provide help for the able-bodied 
poor. These workhouses were not common and many able-
bodied poor continued to receive Outdoor Relief. 
 

2. Gilbert’s Act 1782 
 
This act allowed areas to work together to set up and share a 
central workhouse. The act displayed a humane and caring 
attitude to the poor, stating that the workhouse should be used to 
give shelter to the sick and elderly, and that the able-bodied poor 
should be given Outdoor Relief. 

3. The Speenhamland System 1795 
 
In 1795 farm workers faced many problems. Bad harvests, rising 
population and war with France brought  a sharp rise in bread 
prices and the threat of famine. Local authorities feared farm 
labourers might revolt and rebel! 
Local areas therefore gave more money to make sure a farm 
labourer could support his family and stop starvation. This was 
called ‘bread scale’. 
 

4. Poor Law Amendment Act 1834 
 
The government became concerned that the poor were 
becoming lazy. This led to the 1834 act. This got rid of the 
Outdoor Relief. Anyone wanting poor relief had to enter a 
workhouse with their entire family. Workhouses would be 
disciplined and less comfortable than life enjoyed by the lowest 
paid workers. 

5. Barnado’s 
 
By 1860 the attitude of the government was that people were 
poor as a result of their own laziness and that they should not 
look to anyone else to help them. Help did come from charities 
and private individuals. In 1867 Dr Thomas Barnado set up a 
children’s home in Stepney. By 1900 Barnado had set up over a 
hundred homes, giving help to 60,000 orphaned and homeless 
children. 

6. Rowntree and Booth 
 
In the 1880s and 1890s the work of social reformers such as 
Seebohm Rowntree and Charles Booth provided evidence to 
challenge the old idea that poverty was the fault of the poor. Old 
age, sickness, low wages and unemployment were the real 
causes of poverty. These researchers were respectable middle-
class men so their ideas were listened to by the government. 
They eventually influenced old age pensions, free school meals 
and school medical checks to help the less well off. 
 

How did attitudes towards the poor change over time? 



Literacy Task: Why was disease such an issue in the nineteenth century? 
As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

Disease was very common in towns and cities. In 1840, one in every five 
children died before their first birthday and one in three died before they 
reached five. 

The faster the towns grew, the worse living conditions became. New housing 
was built very quickly, very badly and wherever there was space. Lots of 
families shared these houses, yet they lacked basics such as toilets and 
running water. 

With no one to clean these towns and no sewers to take away the waste, 
rubbish and sewage piled up in the streets and floated in the rivers. The smell 
was terrible. The most feared illness was cholera. It first arrived in 1831 and 
killed thousands within a year. Victims suffered awfully and so many died, soon 
the cemeteries became so full they had to close. 



Smallpox 
 
 How? Germs are passed from one person to 

another by coughing, sneezing or in some cases 
touching. 
 

 Symptoms? A rash turns into huge pus-filled 
blisters all over the body. When the blisters drop off, 
they leave deep scars. It can kill. 
 

 Who? Can attack and kill people of all ages. Killed 
up to 60 per cent of adults and 80 per cent of 
children infected. 

 

Typhoid 
 
 How? The typhoid germ lives in urine and poo! 

Sometimes this contaminated water or food. This 
killer disease can also be carried by flies, which 
land on food. 

 Symptoms? Headaches, fever, constipation, then 
terrible diarrhoea. A similar disease called typhus 
was common too, caused by bites from lice. 

 
 Who? Can attack anyone, killed up to 40 per cent of 

people who got it. 

Cholera 
 
How? Caused by a germ that lives in contaminated 
water. If you caught cholera, there was a 9 out of 10 
chance you would die. 
 
Symptoms? Cholera means ‘diarrhoea’ in Greek. 
Victims would have diarrhoea, and would not be able to 
keep food or drink in their bodies. They would 
dehydrate and die – sometimes within 24 hours. 
Who? Can attack anyone. In Britain, 32,000 people 
died in 1831, 62,000 in 1848 and 20,000 in 1854. 
These were known as epidemics. 

Tuberculosis (TB) 
 
How? Germs are passed from one person to another 
in moisture sprayed when people cough or sneeze. 
Sometimes called ‘consumption’. 
 
Symptoms? Attacked the lungs. A victim would cough 
up blood, lose weight, get a fever, chest pains and 
shortness of breath. It can kill. 
 
Who? Can attack anyone. Infected one out of ten 
people in the nineteenth century. In 1900, TB was the 
cause of one in four deaths in London. 
 

What were the most common diseases of the 19th century? 



Why was cholera such a big killer in the 19th century? 
 
Cholera could strike anyone, from the poorest to the wealthiest and the noble. 
A cholera victim was first stricken with violent sickness and diarrhoea. This caused intense dehydration (loss of 
body fluids). Over 50% of the people who contracted the disease died, often within 24 hours of showing signs of 
the first symptoms. In the early part of the 19th century the method of transmission of cholera was not known. 
Many people thought that it was caused by ‘miasmata’ or poisonous, foul-smelling air. It was only in 1849, when 
an epidemic killed over 70000 people, that Dr. John Snow discovered that the cholera bacteria were contracted 
from polluted water. 
 
In the rush to build houses, many were constructed too quickly in terraced rows. Some of these houses had just a 
small yard at the rear where an outside toilet was placed. Others were ‘back to back’ with communal toilets. 
Almost as soon as they were occupied, many of these houses became slums. Most of the poorest people lived in 
overcrowded and inadequate housing, and some of these people lived in cellars. It has been recorded that, in one 
instance, 17 people from different families lived in an area of 5 metres by 4 metres. 
 
Toilets were found outside the houses, as far away as possible because of the smell. Usually they were emptied 
by the ‘soil men’ at night. These men took the solid human waste away. However, in poorer districts, the solid 
waste was just heaped in a large pile close to the houses. The liquid from the toilets and the waste heaps seeped 
down into the earth and contaminated the water supplies. These liquids carried disease-causing germs into the 
water.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1.How many people died of Cholera in 1849? 
2.Why was the spread of disease worse in urban areas? 
3.What could have been done to improve living conditions and how would this have helped? 
4.Why wasn’t something done straight away to improve living conditions? 
EXTENSION: Were the rich just as likely to catch diseases as the poor? 



I can’t vote 
at all! 

There are around 16 million 
people in Britain…and only 

500,000 can vote. And they’re 
all rich property owners. 

Some tiny villages have MPs. There are 
called ‘rotten boroughs’. Appleby, a 

small village, has one voter…yet they 
still have an MP who goes to Parliament 

to help run Britain! How ridiculous is 
that, when huge towns like Manchester 

have no MPs? 

I live in Manchester – and 
Manchester doesn’t even 

have any politicians to 
represent us in Parliament. 

Nor has Birmingham or 
Sheffield. 

And even if you have the 
vote, it isn’t in secret. 

Voters are bribed to vote 
for people who want to 

become politicians. 

What were the problems with voting 
in the early 1800s? 

Starter questions (answer in your books) 

1.Why do you think ordinary people were so keen to get the vote in the early 1800s? 

2.Make a list of things that were either wrong or unfair about the voting system before 1932. 

EXTENSION: What is meant by the term ‘democracy’?  



How and why did people fight for their rights? 

The Luddites 
 

These were workers who were 
upset that new factory machinery 
could do the work ten men used 
to do. They formed gangs and 
smashed up the new machines 
that had cost them their jobs. 

They were supposedly led by Ned 
Ludd who lived secretly in 

Sherwood Forest, Nottingham – 
but no one ever found him!  

The Swing Rioters 
 

A few years later, the machine 
smashers came back. This time 

workers in the countryside attacked 
new farm machines because they 
were being used to do the work 

instead of men. Fields were set on 
fire, farmhouses burned and barns 

smashed up. They said they were led 
by Captain Swing – but no one ever 

found him either. 

A meeting turns into a massacre 
 

In August 1819, a large crowd gathered for a 
meeting in an area of Manchester called St 

Peter’s Field. At this time, only a small number 
of men (rich ones) could vote in elections and 
many ordinary people (who weren’t allowed to 

vote) thought this was unfair. So a huge 
meeting was planned and thousands of people 
attended. Whole families came, some carrying 
flags saying ‘Votes for all’. But things got out of 
hand when the government sent in soldiers to 

stop the meeting, saying it was against the 
law. Soldiers on horseback, armed with 

swords, rode into the crowd. Eleven people 
were killed and over 400 injured. The youngest 
victim was a baby who was knocked out of his 

mother’s arms and trampled to death by 
horses. 

Questions 
 
1. Who were the Luddites? 
2. What did Luddites and Swing Rioters have in common? 
3. How were they different? 
4. Why do you think Ned Ludd and Captain Swing were never caught? 
5. Why was there a meeting in St Peter’s Field in August 1819? 
6. What happened there? 
 
EXTENSION: What does this reaction of the government reveal about their concern 
about revolution? 



How close was Britain to a revolution in 1848? Case study: The Chartists. 

One more try... 
 

In 1848, a third petition was organised with 6 
million signatures! The Chartists planned a huge 

meeting of over half a million people on Kennington 
Common, South London, before marching to 

Parliament. 
 

The government was worried – was this the start of 
a revolution? Plans were drawn up to defend 

London and Queen Victoria was moved to safety... 

The meeting on Kennington Common failed... 
 

It rained heavily and only around 20,000 Chartists 
turned up. 

 
The petition turned out to be a flop too. It was found 
to contain just over two million names, many of them 
fakes. Queen Victoria herself was supposed to have 

signed it (this was faked). After 1848, little was 
heard of the Chartists again. They had failed...or had 

they? 

The Six Points of the People's Charter 
1. A vote for every man over 21 years of age. 

2. Voting should be done in  secret. This would stop bribery. 

3. Anyone should be allowed to become an MP, not only those 

who own property. 

4. MPs should be paid and then ordinary people could afford to 

become MPs. 

5. Voting districts should have an equal number of voters (to 

stop rotten boroughs). 

6. There should be an election every year. 

Questions 
1. Who were the Chartists? 
2. Pick two of their demands (people’s charter) that you think were most important to the 

workers. Give reasons for your choices. 
3. Why was the Kennington Common meeting unsuccessful? 
4. Why was the Chartists’ third petition unsuccessful? 
EXTENSION: Were the Chartists a success or not? 



The causes of the First World War are complicated and historians have argued 
about them for decades. There is no clear answer and the causes are split into 
long term and short term causes. 

Traditionally, Germany has been blamed because she invaded Belgium in 
August 1914. However, the very beginning of the war is often credited to the 
shooting of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne 
by a Serbian named Gavrilo Princip in June 1914.  

There were several moments in the first years of the twentieth century when it 
seemed there might be war in Europe – but until 1914 it had always been 
avoided. In that year the tensions and ambitions that had been building up for 
years finally did erupt into war. 

Literacy Task: Why was there a world war in 1914? 
As the boxes appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Navy 
Britain was worried by 

Germany's desire to increase 
the size of her navy. Britain 

accepted that Germany 
needed a large army. But 
Germany had a very small 

coastline and Britain could not 
accept that Germany needed 

a large navy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonies 
Germany believed that a sign 
of a great power was to have 

an empire through possession 
of overseas colonies. The 

'best' had already been taken 
by Britain but Germany 
wanted to gain as much 

colonial territory as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French Fear 
France had a huge army but a 

poor navy and so was 
suspicious of Germany and 
her power. So France allied 

with Britain in 1904 (called the 
‘Entente Cordiale’), who had a 

large navy. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Franco-Prussian War 
France went to war in 1870 

and was badly beaten. It lost 
two provinces as a result, 

Alsace and Lorraine, 
damaging national pride. Ever 
since it has hated Germany. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Austrian Ambitions 
Austria had been weak for 
many years, but wanted to 
expand her empire. Serbia, 

was in the way and was a long 
time ally of Russia. Austria 

knew it could not beat Russia 
without German help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Russian Ambitions 
Russia had been defeated by 
Japan in 1905 and wanted to 
prove that she was still a big 
power. They believed they 

could defeat any other 
European country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dreadnaughts  
Britain invented a new type of 
battleship in 1906, that was 

much more powerful than any 
other. As a result, there was a 

race to build as many as 
possible between Germany 
and Britain. By 1914 Britain 

had 29 and Germany had 17. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arms Race 
Spending on the military 

increased by 300% in the main 
European countries between 

1870 and 1914. Most 
countries brought in 

‘conscription’, meaning every 
man over 18 had to serve in 
the military for some time.  

What were the long term causes of World War One? 
Sort these cards into the M.A.I.N causes of the war: Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, Nationalism. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Triple Entente 
Britain, France and Russia 
were worried by ‘The Triple 

Alliance’ so formed an alliance 
called the Triple Entente 

(agreement) in 1907. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Triple Alliance 
Germany, Austria-Hungary and 

Italy formed an alliance  in 
1882 (agreement to fight 

together if there was a war) 
called the ‘Triple Alliance’. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Schlieffen Plan 
Count von Schlieffen was a 

German general who devised 
a way to fight against Russia 

and France, by defeating 
France quickly, in 1905. It 
involved marching through 

Belgium and meant that 
Germany had to prepare for 
war once it was inevitable 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morocco 
France wanted to expand her 
empire in Morocco between 

1906 and 1911, which 
Germany opposed, hoping to 
drive a wedge between Britain 

and France. This had the 
opposite effect and France 
and Britain became closer 

allies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nationalism in the Austrian 
Empire 

The Austrian Empire was 
made up of lots of different 

ethnic groups and 
nationalities, many of whom 

wanted freedom to have their 
own states. Many also hated 

one another. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Balkans Wars 
In 1912-13, Serbia ‘helped’ 
many other countries in the 

Balkans free themselves from 
rule by the Ottomans (Turkish 
Empire). Serbia grew a great 

deal in size. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

British-Belgian Alliance 
Britain and Belgium had an old 

alliance from 1839. The 
Germans thought that the 

British wouldn’t mind if they 
went through Belgium to get to 

France. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bosnian Crisis 
Austria-Hungary annexed 

(took over) Bosnia in 1908. 
This angered Russia and 

Serbia, permanently damaging 
its relations with these two 

countries. 



 Literacy Task: How likely was war? 

By 1913, many countries in Europe began to expect a war. There 
was lots of tension in Europe. The alliance system, militarism and 
imperialism (empires) created this tension but they did not spark a 
war. 

In smaller European countries NATIONALIST groups began to 
appear. These groups wanted their countries to be independent. 
These groups were often secret, assertive and aggressive. 

Serbian nationalists were determined to help the Serbs of Bosnia 
break free from Austro-Hungarian control. This group were called 
The Black Hand. They recruited young men and trained them as 
assassins in an attempt to achieve their cause.  



 
 
 
 
 

1. The heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne, Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, is 
assassinated in Bosnia. 

2. Austria blames Serbia for 
the killing of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand. 

3. Austria declares war on 
Serbia. Belgrade (the 
capital) is shelled. 

4. The Russian army gets 
ready to help Serbia defend 
itself against the Austro-
Hungarian attack. 

5. Germany, Austria’s ally, 
sends a demand for Russia 
ordering it to hold back from 
helping Serbia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Germany declares war on 
Russia. It also begins to 
move its army towards 
France, Russia’s ally.  

7. The French army gets 
ready to fight a German 
invasion.  

8. Germany declares war on 
France and invades neutral 
Belgium. Britain orders 
Germany to withdraw from 
Belgium.  

9. The Germans are still in 
Belgium. Britain declares 
war on Germany. 

10. To complete the picture, 
Austria declares war on 
Russia. 

How did a murder lead to war? 
Read through the storyboard. 
Produce a summary headline for each section. 
Produce an image that describes the description. 

Extension: Should Serbia be blamed for 
starting the war? Explain your answer. 



WW1 recruitment - Propaganda posters 

Propaganda posters were issued by the British 
Government to encourage men to sign up to the 
army and contribute to the war effort. Posters were 
also made to convince the British people of the 
terrible crimes apparently committed by the 
German forces. Other posters appealed to young 
men’s sense of adventure or made them feel a 
sense of shame if they hadn’t signed up to fight.  

One advantage of posters was that they were 
cheap and could be mass produced. Fifty-four 
million copies of two hundred different posters 
were produced and distributed over the course 
of the war. One Londoner said in January 1915 
“Posters appealing to recruits are to be seen on 
every hoarding, in most shop windows, in 
buses, tramcars, and commercial vans.  

However by October 1915 the poster 
campaign was being criticised as some 
felt it represented a form of bullying. 
Nevertheless, posters continued to be 
issued over the course of the war. 



WW1 recruitment - Pamphlets (Leaflets) 

Huge numbers of pamphlets, books 
and leaflets were produced at the 
beginning of the First World War to 
encourage people to join the war 
effort. Many were targeted at important 
people, such as businessmen, 
journalists and politicians. They did not 
target the average, working-class 
people who read them. 
 
Pamphlets were easy to produce and 
very easy to circulate (pass on to 
different people). 
 
By June 1915, 2.5 millions pamphlets 
had been produced. 8 months later, 
this number had risen to 7 million. 



WW1 recruitment - Pals Battalions 

In Accrington, recruitment began on 14 September. Brothers, cousins, friends and 
workmates enlisted together and within ten days the Accrington Pals had reached full 
strength of some 1,000 men. 
 
After the tragedies of some of the major battles, some of the Pals Battalions were 
completely wiped out. Of the 720 Accrington Pals who participated in the Battle of 
the Somme, 584 were killed, wounded or missing in the attack. Whole communities 
of men were killed and villages around Britain were devastated. 
 
No further Pals battalions were recruited after January 1916 and by the end of 1917 
most Pals battalions had taken such heavy loses that they were added to other 
battalions. 

The Pals Battalions method was a way in 
which the government encouraged men to 
sign up to the army with their friends, 
neighbours and families (‘Pal’ is a word for 
friend, and battalion is a group of soldiers). 
This was an incentive because it meant men 
could live and fight with people that they 
knew. They would be able to protect one 
another. 



WW1 recruitment - White Feather Movement 

Admiral Charles Fitzgerald encouraged women to give a white feather to 
any men they saw in the street who were not in an army uniform. 
 
Men often felt very embarrassed and great shame if they were given a 
white feather, because they are expected to fight for their family and for 
their country. The government began to give some men a special badge if 
they were working for the war effort in other ways, like a miner or a factory 
worker. 
 
The pacifist (someone who does not believe in war) Fenner Brockway said 
that he received so many white feathers he could make a fan. 

The White Feather Movement was started 
by Admiral Charles Fitzgerald in August 
1914. He named it the ‘white feather’ 
movement because a white feather was 
used as a symbol of being a coward and 
not accepting your duty to fight for your 
country. 



The First World War was so big that the government felt it necessary to involve the whole of the country in the war effort.  
Conscription was first introduced in the 1916 Military Service Act as, after two years of total war, there were not enough people 
choosing to join the army, navy or air force.  This meant that during the period of conscription, people who refused to fight were 
breaking the law and could therefore be punished. 

Conscientious objectors are people who have RELIGIOUS, MORAL or POLITICAL objections to all wars 
or, less commonly, to a particular war.  

People who believe that all war is morally wrong are called PACIFISTS. They believe that war never 
solves problems but, in fact, creates new ones leading to yet another war. 

Some RELIGIOUS groups, most famously the Quakers, are opposed to all wars. This is because the 
bible states ‘Thou shall not kill’ and Jesus Christ advised his followers to ‘turn the other cheek’ when 
attacked. 

14,500 conscientious objectors refused to fight but did help doing other jobs in the war like carrying 
stretchers in the battlefield or working in mines. Around 1500 COs refused to have anything to do with the 
war and were sent to prison. Conditions were made very hard for them and 73 of them died in prison. 
After the war all COs were not allowed to vote for 5 years. 

Some special ‘courts’ known as MILITARY TRIBUNALS were set up to see which people could be 
excused from military service. These tribunals were made up of army officers and local middle-class 
people such as doctors and priests. About 16,000 men refused to fight in the war for reasons of 
conscience, although it made them very unpopular with many of the public 

In August 1914, Admiral Charles Fitzgerald founded the ORDER OF THE WHITE FEATHER. The 
organisation aimed to shame men into joining the British Army by getting women to present  
them with a white feather if they were not wearing a uniform.  
 
It was so effective that the Home Secretary had to issue employees in state industries (mining, farming, 
civil servants) with badges reading "King and Country" to indicate that they too were serving the war 
effort. 



DIFFERENT TYPES OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION  
Read through the additional information and add details to your table. 
 In you book, explain the difference between the two types of Conscientious Objectors in the First World War. 

THE  ‘ALTERNATIVISTS’ 
 
The majority of Conscientious Objectors were known as 'Alternativists' the Alternativists refused 
to do anything to kill or injure anyone, but were prepared to take part in the war in alternative 
ways by doing non-combatant war work such as driving ambulances or being stretcher bearers. 
Several COs won medals for bravery in carrying out their duties at the front. However, many 
employers refused to give jobs to such people and in the end the government had to set up its 
own work camps, such as quarries where COs crushed stones for use in road repair.   
 
 The front cover of The Illustrated War News on 23 August 1916. These men were COs 
constructing a military road in East Anglia. 
 

THE 'ABSOLUTISTS' 
However, about 1,500 Conscientious Objectors refused to do anything to assist in a war they 
felt was fundamentally wrong. These 'absolutists' were treated as criminals and sent to prison-
often military prisons at first (for example Cleethorpes and Hornsea). They received very 
harsh and often brutal treatment from the prison warders, and were usually forced to do hard 
labour. Some were taken to France, forced into military uniforms and threatened with 
execution if they did not obey military orders in a war zone. When this failed to change their 
minds, they were sent back to civilian prisons in Britain, or kept in military prisons in France, 
where punishments were often extremely brutal. 
In all, 10 COs died in prison and another 63 died shortly after their release. In addition, 31 had 
mental breakdowns, often as a result of being put into solitary confinement. 
At the end of the ear, all COs were denied the right to vote for five years and many found it 
impossible to get jobs; some were beaten up when they returned home. 
By 1917, MPs were challenging the treatment of COs in prisons in parliament and demanded 
to know what the government knew about the brutal treatment. 



Source 1: A Journalist’s view of the trenches during the Battle of the Somme. 
 
“The water in the trenches through which we waded was alive with swimming frogs. Red slugs crawled up 
the side of the trenches and strange beetles with dangerous looking horns wriggled along dry ledges and 
invaded the dugouts, in search of the lice which invested them.”  

Source 2: From Sergeant Harry Roberts, who lived 
in a flooded trench for 6 days.  
 
 
“If you have never had trench feet, I will explain. Your 
feet swell to two or three times their normal size and 
go completely dead. You could stick a bayonet (knife) 
into them and not feel a thing. 
If you are lucky enough not to lose your feet and the 
swelling begins to go down, it is then that the 
indescribable agony begins. I have heard men cry and 
scream with pain and many have had to have their 
feet and legs amputated.  
I was one of the lucky ones, but one more day in that 
trench and it may have been too late”. 

Source 3: The last letter from Private Peter 
MacGregor to his wife in September 1916. He 
was killed shortly after by a direct hit on his 
trench by an enemy shell. 
 
“One of our men was caught by a sniper – he was 
standing at the entrance of his dugout, the bullet 
went in under his shoulder. When I was standing 
at the cookhouse door, I saw the stretcher which 
came along to take the poor fellow away – how 
sad it was, he was carried out, wrapped in a 
waterproof sheet, placed in this thing and whisked 
away. A dead man is no use to the army, get him 
out of the way as quickly as possible. War is a 
terrible thing and so few people realise it.” 

How useful are these accounts of life on the Western Front? 

Soldiers’ experiences of WW1 



When the Great War broke out in 1914, a great rush of young men in Britain 
volunteered to fight for ‘king and country’. But there was also lots of enthusaism 
in countries that were part of the British Empire. 

Colonies that were ruled by Britain, like Australia, Canada, India, West Indies  
and New Zealand sent thousands of soldiers to support their ruler. Propaganda 
posters appeared in the streets of the colonies. 

This support was lucky for the British because when the war broke out there 
were ten times as many soldiers in the German Army as there were in the 
British. So the British Army had no choice but to use ‘soldiers of Empire.’ 

Why might soldiers across the empire be 
happy to help the British army in the war? 

What might they hope to gain? 



 Soldiers of the British Empire during WW1 
The number of colonial soldiers fighting in the 
First World War was huge. For example, 
Canada sent nearly half a millions men, 
Australia sent over 300,000 and New Zealand 
sent nearly 130,000 – about one tenth of it’s 
entire population. About 200,000 Irishmen 
served in the British army too and India sent 
around 1.4 million soldiers. 
 
THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 
At the end of the First World War, Britain's war 
dead numbered about 700,000 – the rest of 
the Empire combined lost over 200,000 men; 
India lost up to 64,000 soldiers. Australia and 
New Zealand lost 75,000 and Canada lost 
56,000. Colonial troops were involved in some 
of the bloodiest campaigns like Ypres and the 
Somme. 150 men won the Victoria Cross for 
bravery 

SOURCE B: One Trinidadian sergeant wrote in 
a letter to his parents from the trenches in 
France. 
“We are treated neither as Christians nor British 
citizens, but as West Indian “niggers”, without 
anyone to be interested in or look after us.” 

SOURCE A: The British West Indies Regiment in 
1916. West Indian troops were usually used as 
ammunition carriers (a very dangerous job), 
rather than fighting soldiers. Some were unhappy 
with the ‘lack of action’ and many were treated 
badly while in France. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS  
1. What jobs did some Empire soldiers do in the war? 
2. How was the solider in source B treated?  
3. Can you think of any reasons why the were treated this way? 
4. Which source is more useful for understanding how empire soldiers were treated?  



 Literacy Task: Who were the suffragettes? 

In 1901 no woman in Britain had the right to vote. The nation was run by men 
and even Queen Victoria believed the woman’s place was at home, looking 
after her children and husband. 

By 1897 many women no longer accepted the way they were treated and a 
group formed to campaign for the right for women to vote. This group were 
known as the SUFFRAGISTS (suffrage means to vote) and they held meetings, 
wrote letter to Parliament, went on protest marches and produced posters. 

Unfortunately the Suffragists were not very successful, and in 1903 some of the 
group decided to form their own group with new tactics. This group became 
known as the SUFFRAGETTES. Led by Emmeline Pankhurst and their motto 
became ‘deeds not words.’ 



 WHY HAD THE SUFFRAGETTES NOT ACHIEVED THE VOTE BY 1914? 
Highlight evidence of the suffragettes tactics being a EFFECTIVE and also being INEFFECTIVE 

The Pankhursts decided the best way to highlight their cause was to commit 
spectacular stunts that would guarantee an appearance in the newspaper. They 
chained themselves to railings, set fire to churches and railway stations and 
poured acid on golf courses. When they were arrested and fined, they refused to 
pay the fine and were sent to prison. 

SOURCE B: A suffragette arrested to 
throwing stones at Buckingham Palace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE D: Some suffragettes 
refused food in prison and 
went on hunger strike.  The 
government decided to force-
feed them through there nose. 
This harsh treatment 
guaranteed front page news 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE C: The Speaker of the 
House of Commons writing in 
1925 about the Suffragettes in 
1913. Many MPs sympathised 
with the cause of votes for 
women, but didn’t want to look as 
if they have given into their 
demands. 
 
“The activities of the 
Suffragettes had reached a 
stage at which nothing was 
safe from their attacks. 
Churches were burned, 
buildings destroyed...The 
feeling in the House of 
Commons caused by their 
actions hardened opposition to 
their demands. The result was 
a defeat  of their bill by 47 
votes, which the government 
had previously promised to 
support.” 

SOURCE E: Written by Emmeline 
Pankhurst in My Own Story (1914) 
 
“What did all this violent campaign do for 
us? Our campaign made women’s suffrage 
a matter of the news – the newspapers 
were full of us.” 



 Literacy Task: An unexpected opportunity 

By 1914 women had still not won the right to vote. When the First World War 
started in August 1914 the Suffragettes called off their campaign of violence 
and asked their supporters to help the war effort as much as possible instead. 

The war brought women an unexpected opportunity.! With more and more men 
leaving their jobs to become soldiers, women got the chance to ‘fill in’ for men 
and do jobs they had never done before. 

They became bus drivers, police officers, car mechanics, and road menders. 
Thousands of women worked in MUNITIONS factories (where they made guns 
and bullets). These were unhealthy and dangerous. Some become nurses or 
ambulance drivers near the battlefields in France or Belguim 



MUNITIONS FACTORY WORKER 
Before the war, most women's experience of manufacturing 
was mainly limited to working in cotton and textile mills. 
Because so many male workers went away to fight, women 
started working in other areas such as shipbuilders' yards 
and blacksmiths' forges.  
 
The women were not always welcomed by the men working 
there. Women's pay was lower than men's, even when they 
were doing the same work. in the past. Women who took jobs 
in munitions factories, for example, were better paid than 
they had been in their previous jobs sewing clothes or 
cleaning houses. 

By 1916 there was a crisis over the shortage of war materials. 
The Army needed thousands of guns and millions of bullets 
and shells. Thousands of women answered the call to work in 
munitions factories making bombs and missiles. The 
government made propaganda posters  to encourage this 

Dangerous work: Working with explosives could be very 
dangerous. There were accidents and women got killed or 
injured. One explosive called phosphorus turned women's skin 
yellow which is why women in some factories were called 
'canaries' after the yellow bird.  



WOMEN'S LAND ARMY VOLUNTEER 
The Women's Land Army (WLA) volunteers, known as 'land girls', 
worked on farms. The WLA was set up in 1915 because, with so 
many men having gone off to war, there was a shortage of farm 
workers. By 1918 around 20,000 WLA volunteers had filled the 
gaps alongside some 250,000 other women working as labourers 
on the land.. 

Strong women 
Most country women had always done some farm work, 
such as picking vegetables and fruit, and some farmers 
at first thought 'town girls' or 'posh girls' might be too 
weak or unwilling to do the heavy work around the farm. 
 
 They soon learned that WLA workers could tackle most 
jobs - from milking cows to driving ploughs and catching 
rats. The WLA was such a success that it was sent into 
action again in World War Two 



NURSE 
Before war broke out, there were approximately 120,000 trained 
nurses working in hospitals in the town and the countryside. 
There were also many untrained nurses who helped look after ill 
people in their local area. Some women believed in folk 
medicine and used natural sources such as herbs to make the 
medicines they used, especially in the countryside.  

During World War One many extra nurses were 
needed to treat soldiers at home in Britain as well 
as on the front line. Many also continued to work 
in hospitals treating cases which were unrelated 
to the war. To cope with the numbers of war 
patients needing to be treated, many large 
country houses were turned into military hospitals  
 
Although the lady who owned the house was in 
charge, she usually employed a matron, who was 
a qualified nurse, to run the wards and give 
orders to the other nurses. Most of the ordinary 
nurses were volunteers with little or no medical 
training 



WEALTHY WOMEN 

The Duchess of Bedford turned her very 
grand house, Woburn Abbey, into one of 
the most advanced hospitals of the time. 
• The riding school and indoor tennis 
court were converted into a 100-bed 
hospital. 
 
 The bedrooms became wards as did 
some of the outside areas which were 
used to treat soldiers who had infections 
and wounds. The open-air treatment was 
thought to speed up the healing process. 
The kitchen was busier than ever and 
the gardens were full of wounded men 
recovering. Almost 2,500 men were 
treated at the Abbey. Many men were 
brought to the hospital from France and 
were treated for conditions such as 
fractures, burns and shellshock. 

Entertainments for the wounded 
Many other wealthy ladies also 
converted their houses into hospitals 
or homes where men could recover. 
Other rich ladies organised concerts, 
games and other entertainments or 
arranged for local women to knit warm 
gloves, socks, scarves (or 'comforters') 
and hats to send to the soldiers on the 
Front 



SUFFRAGETTES 
During the war the suffragettes called off their campaign of violence 
and asked their supporters to help the war effort as much as 
possible instead.  
 
The work done by women during the war was vital. Many people (not 
just women) felt they had warned the right to vote- and many 
politicians didn’t want the Suffragettes to start their violent campaign 
again! 
 
Herbert Asquith, Prime Minister commented in 1918: 
“How could we carry on the war without women? There is hardly a 
service which women have not been at least as active as men.” 

There were no elections for a new 
government while the war was fought 
between 1914 and 1918. The government 
promised to give women the vote when the 
war was over. At the end of the war, in 
1918, the Representation of the People Act 
gave most women over 30 the vote and, in 
1928, this was extended to all women over 
the age of 21. 
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