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Rwanda  

Use the information and tasks on the following 
pages to revise the key features of the 
Rwandan Genocide.  



What are the 8-stages of genocide? 
Dr Gregory H. Stanton has investigated different examples of genocide and has written about the 8 different stages.  

Your task is to match the definitions and then match the examples… 

1. Classification  

2. Symbolisation  

3. Dehumanisation  

4. Organisation  

5. Polarisation  

 

6. Identification  

7. Extermination  

8. Denial  

To make someone feel like ‘less than a 

human’. 

To identify victims. Victims are sent to camps. 

Separating groups of people according to 

ethnicity, race or religion. 

The killers try to cover up evidence after the 

genocide. They deny their role and blame 

other people. 

Using groups of soldiers of the government to 

organise the separation and violence towards 

certain people. 

Giving a group of people a symbol – to 

separate them from other people. 

To pass laws to make people separate – to 

make them as far from each other as possible 

(think about the North and South Pole) 

Mass killing. This can happen because the 

killers have stopped seeing the victims as 

human. 

 

EXTENSION: What is the role of the ‘identification’ stage? 

Not being able to talk to friends who are in a 

different group, Kept as far away as possible. 

Being given a symbol – like a colour to wear, 

a pass book or a Star of David. 

Being controlled and threatened by soldiers. 

Being made to feel like an animal or insect. 

Not admitting to a crime and then trying to 

cover it up. 

Being sent to a concentration camp or ghetto. 

This is a controlled part of a city for only one 

type of people. 

Being told that you are different because you 

are a different ethnicity, race or religion. 

Extreme violence and fear. People are 

murdered. 

 



What was life like in Rwanda before the genocide in 1994? 

Revision task: create flash cards using this information  

After the end of the First World War Belgium took control of Rwanda. The 

Belgians left the Tutsi King in charge, who was recognised by both Hutus and 

Tutsis, to run the country.  

Under Belgian rule ethnic identity cards were introduced in 1926 and made 

compulsory. Ethnic identity was now fixed from birth (the two main groups were 

Tutsi or Hutu). Tutsi’s were seen as SUPERIOR by the Belgians – they were 

often lighter skinned and more ‘western’ looking. 

In 1962 Rwanda was granted independence from Belgium and George 

Kayibanda from the Hutu nationalist party came to power. Attacks on Tutsi’s (by 

Hutu’s) became common. The Rwandan Army trained civilian militia – 

the Interahamwe.   



In order to have greater control of Rwanda, the Belgians divided the Rwandan people 

into two main groups – Tutsi and Rwanda. These were racial groups. Before the 

Belgians arrived, Tutsis and Hutus had lived together peacefully. 

 

The size of the nose and the colour of the eyes were factors that determined whether 

a person was classified as Hutu or Tutsi. 



Action of the Belgian 

government: 

What might the consequences have been for 

Rwanda? 

Was the impact positive or negative? 

Why? 

Rank order of 

SIGNFICANC

E on 

Rwandan 

people (1-5) 

1. They introduced ID 

cards which showed 

which ethnic group 

you belonged to. 

2. They showed 

favouritism to the Tutsi 

group e.g. better 

education and jobs. 

3. They introduced 

schools and hospitals, 

as well as better 

transport. 

4. They introduced 

harsh working 

conditions with some 

Rwandans treated 

almost like slaves. 

5. They gave more 

power in government 

to the Tutsi group. 

What was the most significant consequence of Belgian colonial rule in Rwanda? 

EXTENSION: What is your judgement? Did Belgian colonial rule have a positive or negative impact on Rwanda? 



 What do you already know about Rwanda? A questionnaire… 

1. Where is Rwanda located? 

East – central Asia East – central Africa West – central Asia 

2. What is the current population of Rwanda? (2013) 

13 million 14 million 14 million 

3. When did Belgium take control of Rwanda? 

At the end of World War I At the end of World War II In 1926 

4. The main social groups in Rwandan are… 

Twa and Tutsis Twa and Hutus Hutus and Tutsis 

5. In what year did the Belgians introduce the ethnic identity cards? 

1925 1926 1936 

6. In which year was Rwanda granted independence from Belgium? 

1926 1985 1962 

7. After independence was granted to Rwanda, the situation was made worse by… 

Bad weather conditions Rising levels of poverty Bas fashion 

8. The Rwandan army trained civilian militia were known as the… 

IRA Civilian militia Interahamwe 

9. In what year did the Rwandan genocide begin? 

1994 1995 1993 

10.  How long did the Rwandan genocide last? 

10 days 100 days 100 years 
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In 1990 the Rwandan Civil War broke out between two sides – the 

Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and the Hutus. 

 

During this period, Rwanda was led by President Juvenal 

Habyarimana, a Hutu. He had begun to carry out peace talks with the 

RPF in order to bring an end to the civil war. This resulted in the Arusha 

Accords in August 1993, a set of guidelines and laws for both sides to 

agree to. 

 

In April 1994, President Juvenal Habyarimana was leaving on his plane 

to attend an important meeting. Whilst the plane was flying over 

Rwanda, a surface-to-air missile struck one of the wings, before a 

second missile hit the tail. The plane erupted into flames in mid-air 

before crashing into the garden of the presidential palace, exploding on 

impact.  



How did political events lead to the Rwandan genocide? 

Sort out the information in the timeline. 

Complete the EXTENSION question… 

Ways that Hutus upset the Tutsis                  Ways that Tutsis upset 

the Hutus 

Extension: Do you think that political problems were the main cause of the tension between Hutus and Tutsis? 

1959 Hutus kill 20,000 Tutsis. 

1959-1965 More than 200,000 Tutsis flee Rwanda in fear of their lives. 

1973 Hutu Army leader Habyariamana makes himself President. 

1979 Tutsis set up the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), a rebel army. 

1990 The RPF attacks Rwanda – beginning of the Civil War 

1990 Rwandan Government arrests 100,000 Tutsis. 

1992 The Hutus form a new political party (CDR) – they want the Tutsis out of Rwanda. 

Feb 1993 RFP attacks Rwanda again and nearly captures the capital city.  One million Hutu peasants flee 

from the RPF. 

March 

1993 
The government and the RPF sign a peace treaty. 

April 1994 President Habyariamana is killed when his plane is shot down.  Hutus blame the Tutsis. 

April 1994 The Rwandan Army and other Hutu groups begin to kill Tutsis. 



Hutus were jealous of the Tutsis 

because they had been given 

better jobs by the Belgians. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

Tutsis had been given more power in 

government during the Belgian rule. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

Hutus blamed the Tutsis for the 

death of the President. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

Many Tutsis were better educated than 

Hutus. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

Hutus and Tutsis carried identity 

cards to show which group they 

belonged to. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

Hutus blamed Tutsis for many of the 

problems which Rwanda faced. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

The RPF (Tutsi rebel army) was 

causing many problems for the 

Hutu government. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

People claimed that you could tell the 2 

groups apart just by looking at them. 

 

POLITICAL / RACIAL / ECONOMIC 

 

STRETCH CHALLENGE: 
Read through the different cards. You need to organise them into 

POLITICAL (power) 

RACIAL 

ECONOMIC (anything to do with money) 

You should then also link any of the evidence to the 8-stages of genocide – see if you can make any links or comparisons. 

8-stages of genocide 

1. Classification  

2. Symbolisation  

3. Dehumanisation  

4. Organisation  

5. Polarisation  

6. Identification  

7. Extermination  

8. Denial  

What  links and comparisons can you make to 

the 8-stages of genocide? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Many people sought refuge in what they believed would be safe havens – churches, hospitals, 
schools, sports stadia and community centres.  The Interahamwe, knowing that people were 
seeking refuge in these places, deliberately targeted them.  On 15 and 16 April, between 5,000 
and 10,000 people were massacred at the Nyarubuye Catholic Church.   

In the 100 days of the genocide over 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered.  Many 
more were maimed and scarred for life.  The United Nations reported that at least 250,000 
women and girls were raped and of those who survived the genocide 70% were estimated to 
have contracted HIV/ AIDS.  

On 6 April the plane carrying President Habyarimana was shot down near the capital Kigali, 
killing both him. It remains unclear who was responsible, but the blame was immediately placed 
on the Tutsis. Massacres of political opponents and Tutsis by the Rwandan Armed Forces and 
the Interahamwe began.  

What were the 100 days of genocide?  Create flash cards using this information  



Radio Mille Collines 

encouraged Hutus to attack the 

Tutsis. 

Many Hutus were drunk during 

the genocide – army 

commanders gave away free 

beer. 

Hutus were jealous of the 

wealth which they thought the 

Tutsis had. 

Hutus were threatened with 

death if they didn’t join in the 

killing. 

Hutus feared that the Rwandan 

Patriotic Front (Tutsis) were 

going to take over the country. 

Hutus were angry about the 

death of President 

Habyarimana. 

People didn’t want to be seen 

as traitors by other Hutus in 

their community by refusing to 

kill Tutsis. 

Hutus were jealous of the 

power which Tutsis had had in 

Rwanda in the past. 

Some people used the 

genocide as an excuse to kill 

their own personal enemies. 

Many people involved in the 

genocide were just children – 

they were told what to do by 

their families. 

Why did ordinary people join the genocide? 
 You need to read through the cards and sort them into different reasons for joining the genocide e.g. FEAR. (Put an F on the card and give 

yourself a key) 

 Using the two blank cards, can you think of any other reasons why ordinary people would have joined the genocide? 

EXTENSION: What is the main reason for ordinary people joining the genocide?  



1963 - 20,000 Tutsis killed  following an incident in Rwanda. 
1988 - Some 50,000 Hutu refugees flee to Rwanda from Burundi following ethnic violence there. 
1990 - Forces of the rebel, mainly Tutsi, Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) invade Rwanda from 
Uganda. 
1993 - President Habyarimana agrees to a power-sharing agreement with the Tutsis in the 
Tanzanian town of Arusha, ostensibly signalling the end of civil war; UN mission sent to monitor 
the peace agreement. 
 
April 8, 1994: Canadian General Romeo Dallaire, head of the UN peace-keeping, put in an urgent 
request for a doubling of his force to 5,000. He was told not to intervene in the conflict. 
Estimated death toll 8,000 
 
April 11, 1994: France and Belgium send troops to rescue their citizens. American civilians are 
also airlifted out. No Rwandans are rescued, not even Rwandans employed by Western 
governments. 
Estimated death toll 32,000 
 
April 15, 1994: Belgium withdraws its troops from the U.N. force after the ten Belgian soldiers 
are tortured and murdered. 
Estimated death toll 64,000 
 
April 19, 1994: The U.S. and U.N. Security Council vote to withdraw 90% of the peacekeepers in 
Rwanda. Human Rights Watch calls on them to use the word ‘genocide’ - a term which would 
have forced the UN to act. 
Estimated death toll 112,000 
 
April 28, 1994: Gen. Dallaire is left with 450 poorly-equipped troops from developing countries. 
Estimated death toll 168,000 
 
May 05, 1994: General Dallaire asks to UN to jam the Hutu radio transmissions. The UN and the 
USA say this is too expensive and would prevent the Hutus rights. 
Estimated death toll 232,000 
 
May 25, 1994: US President Clinton says that the USA can only get involved in US issues. 
Estimated death toll 392,000 
 
June 22, 1994: UN send in 3000 French soldiers. The French allow the Hutus to keep their 
weapons. 
 
July 17, 1994: RPF (Tutsi) forces capture Kigali. The Hutu government flees. The genocide is 
over. 
 

Evaluating the UN’s decisions: Where should they have intervened? 

Limits on the UN 
The USA did not want to commit because of the issue in 
Somalia, 1993. 
Expensive 
Rwanda was not a priority. 
High levels of organisation were needed. 

1. Read through the timeline. Underline at least 
3 significant events / developments. 
 

2. Highlight where you think the UN should have 
intervened (got involved) in Rwanda. 
 

3. Read through the THREE different options. In 
your books, you then need to explain which 
would have been the best option for the UN 
and why. 
 

 Send UN soldiers after the death of the Belgian 
soldiers to control the Hutus (after April 15, 
1993). 

 Set up a peacekeeping force in 1963 – after 
the first violence against Tutsis. 

 Send only Belgian soldiers after April 8, 1993 
(it was their fault in the first place). 
 



SOURCE 1 

After the genocide – BBC News 
 

The well-organised RPF (Tutsi army), backed by Uganda's army, gradually seized more territory, 

until 4 July, when its forces marched into the capital, Kigali. Some two million Hutus - both civilians 

and some of those involved in the genocide - then fled across the border into DR Congo, at that 

time called Zaire, fearing revenge attacks. 

 

Human rights groups say the RPF killed thousands of Hutu civilians as they took power - and more 

after they went into DR Congo to pursue the Interahamwe. The RPF denies this. In DR Congo, 

thousands died from cholera, while aid groups were accused of letting much of their assistance fall 

into the hands of the Hutu militias. 

 

The genocide in Rwanda has directly led to two decades of unrest in DR Congo, which have cost 

the lives of an estimated five million people. Rwanda's government, now run by the RPF, has twice 

invaded DR Congo, accusing its much larger neighbour of letting the Hutu militias operate on its 

territory. 

Key Information box 

 

Many Hutus had to leave Rwanda. Even 

those not involved in the genocide. 

Many Hutu civilians were killed. 

Lots of the issues from Rwanda moved to 

the DR Congo.  



SOURCE 2: From the UNICEF website. 

 

Ten years on from the genocide (2004), Rwanda’s children face extreme challenges: 

 

Rwanda is home to one of the world’s largest proportions of child-headed households, with an estimated 

101,000 children living in some 42,000 households. These children are on their own either because their 

parents were killed in the genocide, died from AIDS or have been imprisoned for genocide-related crimes. 

2000 women – many of whom were survivors of rape, were tested for HIV during the five years following 

the 1994 genocide.  Of them 80 per cent were found to be HIV positive.  Many were not sexually active 

before the genocide. 

By 2001, an estimated 264,000 children had lost one or both parents to AIDS, representing 43 percent of 

all orphans. This figure is expected to grow to over 350,000 by 2010. 

More than 400,000 children are out of school. 

Rwanda has one of the world’s worst child mortality rates – 1 in 5 Rwandan children die before their fifth 

birthday. 

Key Information box 

 

Many children lost their parents. They are 

now in charge of a young family. 

Many women were raped and this caused 

HIV to spread quickly. 

More than 400,000 children are not 

attending school – 10 years after the 

genocide. 



On May 7, 1998 in Kigali, Rwanda, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 

apologized before the Parliament  of Rwanda. He said:  

  

"... The world must deeply repent this failure. Rwanda's tragedy was the 

world's tragedy. All of us who  cared about Rwanda, all of us who witnessed 

its suffering, fervently wish that we could have prevented  the genocide. 

Looking back now, we see the signs which then were not recognized. Now we 

know that what we did was not nearly enough--not enough to save Rwanda 

from itself, not enough to honour the ideals for which the United Nations 

exists. We will not deny that, in their greatest hour of need, the world failed 

the people of Rwanda ..."  

Source 3:  Kofi Annan Secretary General 

to the United Nations 



  

In 1998, President Clinton (of the USA) also apologised to the victims of the Rwandan 

genocide. He said:  

  

"... the international community, together with nations in Africa, must bear its share of 

responsibility for  this tragedy, as well. We did not act quickly enough after the killing 

began. We should not have allowed the refugee camps to become safe havens for the 

killers. We did not immediately call these crimes by their rightful name: genocide. We 

cannot change the past. But we can and must do everything in our power to help you 

build a future without fear, and full of hope ..."  

Source 4: Bill Clinton, President of the 

United States, 1993 - 2001 



Source 5: Interview with General Dallaire – a UN 

peacekeeper who had warned the UN that a genocide 

was coming but was ignored.  

 

“While I was talking about the ongoing genocide, [the 

French] staff were raising points about the loyalty France 

owed to old friends,” Dallaire (shown right) reported. “They 

refused to accept the reality of the genocide and the fact 

that the extremist leaders, the perpetrators, and some their 

old colleagues were the same people”. 

Source 6: General Romeo Dallaire – leader of the UN peacekeeping mission. 

 

Rwanda will never ever leave me. It's in the pores of my body. My soul is in those hills, my spirit is with the 

spirits of all those people who were slaughtered and killed that I know of, and many that I didn't know. … Fifty 

to sixty thousand people walking in the rain and the mud to escape being killed, and seeing a person there 

beside the road dying. We saw lots of them dying. And lots of those eyes still haunt me, angry eyes or 

innocent eyes, no laughing eyes. But the worst eyes that haunt me are the eyes of those people who were 

totally bewildered. They're looking at me with my blue beret and they're saying, "What in the hell happened? 

We were moving towards peace. You were there as the guarantor" -- their interpretation -- "of the mandate. 

How come I'm dying here?" Those eyes dominated and they're absolutely right. How come I failed? How 

come my mission failed? How come as the commander who has the total responsibility-- We learn that, it's 

ingrained in us, because when we take responsibility it means the responsibility of life and death, of humans 

that we love. … 



Britain since 1945  

Use the information and tasks on the following 
pages to revise the key features of Britain 
since 1945.  



Why was the Welfare State created after the 

Second World War? 

Thursday, 02 March 2017 



Who was William Beveridge and what was the Beveridge Report? 

William Beveridge was the ideal man to produce a report on how Britain should 

be rebuilt after the Second World War. He published his report in 1942 and 

recommended that the government should find ways of fighting the five 'Giant 

Evils' of 'Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness'. 

The new prime minister, Clement Attlee, announced he would introduce the 

welfare state outlined in the 1942 Beveridge Report.  

 

This included the creation of a National Health Service in 1948 with free medical 

treatment for all.  

 

A national system of benefits was also introduced to provide 'social security' so 

that the population would be protected from the 'cradle to the grave'. 

William Beveridge, born in 1879 was a British economist (works with money) 

and social reformer, closely associated with the development of the welfare 

state. 



 What was the Welfare State? What changes were made? 

Act How would this CHANGE people’s lives? How effective would this 

change be? Give it a rating out 

of /10! 

Family Allowances Act (1945) 

– 5 shillings for each child. 

National Insurance Act (1945) 

unemployment pay for 6 

months and sick pay. 

National Health Service Act 

(1948) – Doctors, hospital, 

dentists, opticians, ambulances 

were free to everybody. 

1944 Education Act – School 

leaving age set at 15. Free 

secondary schools were 

introduced. 

Town and Country Planning Act 

(1947) – Set a target of building 

300,000 new houses a year. 

Children’s Act (1948) – Councils 

had to provide good housing and 

care for all children who did not 

have a normal home life. 

EXTENSION: Which of the acts would make the biggest impact? Explain your opinion. 

Is it possible to provide a good standard of living for everyone in the country? What issues would there be? 



What was the migrants’ experience to Britain after 

the Second World War? 

Thursday, 02 March 2017 



 Why was there MASS IMMIGRATION 

after the Second World War? 

 

After the Second World War, Britain was 

short of workers. During the 1950s and 

1960s people from the Caribbean, India, 

Pakistan and Bangladesh were all invited 

to Britain to fill important jobs, especially 

in transport, health and the textile 

industry. 

 

The British government promoted Britain 

as an ideal place for Caribbean people. 

British government ministers visited 

various islands, trying to persuade people 

to come and settle in Britain. During the 

1950s, British firms began actively 

advertising for workers. For example, in 

1956, London Transport wanted to recruit 

nearly 4000 new employees and used 

recruitment posters containing 

photographs like the one on the right. 



 Migration experiences… 

Source 3: Vince Reid, who came to Britain on the 

Empire Windrush, aged 13. 

 

I was the only black child in the school. They didn’t 

even give me a test to see what grade I should be 

put in, they just put me in the lowest grade. They 

they had an end of year test and I moved up to the 

top class. The teacher asked a question and of 

course I put my hand up. I had this Jamaican accent. 

This teacher just rolled around laughing. I felt so 

ashamed, that he was basically mocking me. And I 

really stopped going to school because I felt so 

angry and ashamed. 

Source 2: Cecil Holness 

 

In 1949, I saw this advert in a shop window about 

rooms to let and then when I phoned the lady, she 

say, ‘oh yes, come round, you’ll get the room.’ So 

when I arrive, I rang the bell and this white lady she 

came out and I said, ‘Good afternoon madam,’ and 

the moment when she answered the door you know 

it’s like as if she’s so frightened because she didn’t 

expect to see a black man. She said, ‘No. I haven’t 

got any room. I don’t want black people.’ 

Source 1: Aldwyn Roberts 

 

A friend told me I can get a job in the Sunset Club. I 

started singing this song. The Caribbean people 

understood the song and they explained it to their 

white friends. Then it became so popular I was 

singing it in three clubs in one night. This went on for 

quite a while. I was living like a king. 

Source 4: Pearline Wynter  

 

Well, the welcome was very good for me. I didn’t find 

any fault with it. And up to now in this country I have 

never had trouble with anyone. I cant give anyone a 

bad name for that. 

Source 5: Berris Anderson 

 

I worked for seven weeks at British Rail and then the 

foreman (boss) got rid of us. This white man was 

working there and he had a fire and when we went to 

try and warm our hands he moved away and went to 

get the foreman. He called us to his office and said 

‘On Friday, you finish’. All seven of us. 



Was the 1960s a SOCIAL and CULTURAL revolution? 

Thursday, 02 March 2017 



 Was the 1960s a social and cultural revolution? 

Move around the room and complete your grid in as much detail as possible… 

Event What CHANGE happened? DETAIL Give it a rating: 0 = no change,  

10 = Revolutionary change. 

Explain your opinion! 

One word to sum up this 

piece of evidence… 

The contraceptive 

pill 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Fashion 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Laws on 

Homosexuality 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Popular Culture 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

EXTENSION: How would you CATEGORISE these events? Social, Cultural, Economic, 

Political? Are we better because of these changes? 



The Contraceptive Pill 

STRETCH 

In 1961, women's lives were very different. 

Women often married at an early age, most women 

were expected to stay at home and raise an 

expanding family while men went out to work. 

Nowadays, women can choose to have children, further education and a career 

on their own terms. 

The pill was instrumental in changing that. This pill was taken every day by the 

woman and stopped her having a full period, meaning she would not be able to 

get pregnant that month. The pill enabled individuals - women and men - to control 

their reproductive health and to choose when they want to have a child. 

 

Now, according to the latest prescribing review, two million women take it in 

England and Wales. It is estimated that 70% of all women in Britain have used the 

pill at some stage in their lives. 
 



The Contraceptive Pill 

CORE 

In 1961, women's lives were very different. 

Women often married at an early age, most 

women were expected to stay at home and raise 

a family. 

This changed in the 1960s. 

This pill was taken every day by the woman and stopped her having a full 

period, meaning she would not be able to get pregnant that month. Taking 

the pill meant that women could control when they wanted to have a baby. 

It gave them more power in a relationship. 

  

Now, two million women take the pill in England and Wales. It is estimated 

that 70% of all women in Britain have used the pill at some stage in their 

lives. 
 



Fashion 

The 1960s saw the introduction of the mini-skirt - a 

very short thigh-length skirt. Patterns and bold colours 

became popular for fabric. 

 

This period also saw the introduction of the hippy - 

often a young middle-class person in favour of 

colourful flowing clothes, peace and free love. 

 
The miniskirt was the most eye-catching garment of the decade, designed for an 

ideally skinny female form. Women wore pale foundation and emphasised their 

eyes with kohl, mascara and false eyelashes. Hair was long and straight or worn 

in a shaped bob. 

 

Young people did not want to dress like their parents, and they had more money 

to spend after the end of the Second World War and rationing. The 1960s were 

about expressing yourself and being individual. 
 

STRETCH 



Fashion 

The 1960s saw the introduction of the mini-skirt - 

a very short thigh-length skirt. Patterns and 

bold colours became popular for fabric. 
 

The miniskirt was the most eye-catching garment of the decade, designed 

for an ideally skinny female form. Women wore pale foundation and 

emphasised their eyes with mascara and false eyelashes. Hair was long and 

straight or worn in a shaped bob. 

 

Young people did not want to dress like their parents, and they had 

more money to spend after the end of the Second World War and 

rationing. The 1960s were about expressing yourself and being individual. 
 

CORE 



Laws on Homosexuality 

In 1967, the Sexual Offences Act came into force in 

England and Wales and decriminalised homosexual 

acts between two men over 21 years of age and ‘in 

private.’ This meant that it was not against the law for 

men to have a sexual relationship in their own home. 

Before the law was passed, gay men could be arrested for holding hands in the 

street or for kissing. 

Many people convicted for these and similar crimes were offered electric shock 

treatment instead of jail terms to attempt to "cure" their homosexuality, but this led 

to mental health problems. 

 

The law only applied to England and Wales, and you had to be at least 21 years 

old. This law did start a whole line of other laws that led to more sexual equality in 

Britain. 

STRETCH 



Laws on Homosexuality 

In 1967, the Sexual Offences Act was passed in 

England and Wales. This meant that it was not 

against the law for men to have a sexual 

relationship in their own home. 

Before the law was passed, gay men could be arrested for holding hands 

in the street or for kissing. 

Many people convicted for these and similar crimes were offered electric 

shock treatment instead of jail terms to attempt to "cure" their 

homosexuality, but this led to mental health problems. 

 

The law only applied to England and Wales, and you had to be at least 21 

years old. This law did start a whole line of other laws that led to 

more sexual equality in Britain. 

CORE 



Popular Culture 

The cultural explosion of the Sixties was a product of 

more money and mass consumerism, a brief moment 

in time where young people had more power, people 

talked about sex and where fashion and music were 

very important. 

The 1960s changed culture in an even greater way than the Victorians had done. 

People began reading and watching the James Bond films, the novels of Dick Francis and 

the radio soap 'The Archers', there were also important shifts, for example in popular music. 

In the 1960s, pop music - not least that of the Beatles and the Rolling Stones - gave Britain a 

very different feel in the world to that it had enjoyed as the world's predominant empire. 

The Liverpool Sound, the Swinging Sixties, and the London of Carnaby Street created a 

‘different Britain’ from the 1950s. 

Television was not just used for documentaries now. Television was influenced by popular 

culture and started showing soaps like Coronation Street. Television also showed other 

accents, instead of just using an upper-class Southern accent. 

STRETCH 



Popular Culture 

The 1960s changed culture in an even greater way than the Victorians had done. 

People began reading and watching the James Bond films, the novels of Dick 

Francis and the radio soap 'The Archers’. 

 

The Liverpool Sound, the Swinging Sixties, and the London of Carnaby Street 

created a ‘different Britain’ from the 1950s. 

 

Television was not just used for documentaries now. Television was influenced by 

popular culture and started showing soaps like Coronation Street. Television also 

showed other accents, instead of just using an upper-class Southern accent. 

CORE 



What were  

‘The Troubles’ in Ireland? 

The Government of Ireland Act (1920) divided off six of the 

island's north-eastern counties to create Northern Ireland. It had 

its own parliament but, unlike the rest of Ireland, Northern Ireland 

remained part of the United Kingdom. 

This area was very divided. Catholics (1/3 of the population) did 

not want to be part of the UK. The Unionist government (mainly 

Protestants) was determined to keep control. 

Voting was fixed to keep Protestants (Unionists) in power. 

The police were armed and IRA terrorism was met with violent 

force. 

There was discrimination against Catholics in jobs, public 

appointments and housing. 



 What happened on Bloody Sunday, 1972? 
Your task is to read through the evidence and information on this sheet. You need to highlight important information and select 

relevant material. You will then be producing a newspaper article on Bloody Sunday, either from the opinion of the Unionists (pro-

British) or the Republicans (Pro-Ireland)… 

SOURCE 2 

On January 25, Damien Donaghy gave his 

testimony. Donaghy, the first victim of the Bloody 

Sunday shootings to give evidence, was just 15 

years old at the time. He said that he was 

unarmed when the British Army opened fire on 

him, wounding him in the leg. Whilst Donaghy 

admitted throwing stones earlier on, “when I was 

shot I did not have a nail bomb or anything else 

in my hands." 

SOURCE 1 

In Derry on January 30, 1972,  British army paratroopers fired 

upon a peaceful civil rights demonstration in the Bogside area of 

the city, killing 13 people. 

 

An estimated 50,000 people attended the Derry march, as many 

Catholic workers and young people, began demanding an end to 

anti-Catholic discrimination in Northern Ireland. 

SOURCE 3 

John Roddy, a Catholic Republican, told the 

Inquiry that he had received a warning to stay 

away from the civil rights march, because the 

paratroopers "were coming in and meant to do 

serious damage and even kill people". 

 

SOURCE 4 

The Inquiry (into the event) also received a 25-page 

transcript (written down conversation) of a taped 

conversation of senior British army officers, making jokes 

and laughing about the bloodbath that had occurred earlier 

that day. 

SOURCE 5 – Interviews taken from the Inquiry. The soldiers have not been identified. 

 

Soldier S said he believed he was justified in firing 12 shots at a man at the Rossville Flats who he said was shooting 

at him. 

 

"This is a tragedy, it is a tragedy for everybody, I realise that and I am sorry that innocent people got killed on that day. 

"I am very, very sorry for that, but for my action on the day, my particular action, I believe I was justified in what I did." 



Who were the Hunger Strikers and what did they want to achieve? 
Read through the information. You need to highlight or underline important details as you will have to answer questions on 
this information! 

IRA members (Irish Republican Army) were arrested for a number of crimes, such as terrorism, murder, 
sabotage and destruction of property. They were often sent to the Maze prison, in Northern Ireland. When 
put in prison, they were treated like any other criminal. Although they had committed serious crimes, they 
felt that they should be seen as ‘political prisoners’, and treated differently. 
 
IRA prisoners wanted FIVE special rights:  
to wear their own clothes,  
to not do prison work,  
freedom to associate (talk and socialise with others) 
to organise their own leisure activities (games, sports) 
to have money restored. 
The new prisoner leader, Bobby Sands, decided that the strike needed to be more organised. 
 
Bobby Sands refused food on 1 March, 1981 and fell into a coma on 3 May. He died one hour after midnight 
on the 66th day of his strike. At least 70,000 people attended Bobby Sands' Belfast funeral and protests 
erupted across nationalist areas of Northern Ireland. The immediate gain for the IRA was a sudden rise in 
membership.  
 
Although all the demands were not met and 10 men had died, many republicans regarded the hunger strike 
as a success.  
It had attracted massive international and domestic (in Ireland) political attention to the prisoners' demands 
and the demands of the IRA. 

The Hunger Strikers’: Freedom fighters or terrorists? 



How should Margaret Thatcher be remembered in 

British history? 

Thursday, 02 March 2017 

Thatcher became Prime Minister 1979 for the Conservative party. She 

was the first female prime minister. 

Thatcher began selling off industry and 

business that was owned by the 

government. She believed in lowering taxes 

for all people, but it was the richer people 

that benefitted. Unemployment was 

dramatically high whilst Thatcher was in 

power. 



 

Thatcher refused to recognise the IRA 

prisoners in Northern Ireland as ‘political 

prisoners’ (that they had committed crimes 

for politics). She said that a ‘crime is a crime 

is a crime; it is not political.’ Violence in 

Northern Ireland increased during this 

period. 

Ronald Reagan was a Republican president, 

and had similar political views to Thatcher. 

Both were concerned about Communism in 

the Soviet Union. Thatcher was nicknamed 

the ‘Iron Lady’ by the Soviets. 

Margaret Thatcher felt that the coal mines in England were too 

expensive. She began to close them in the 1980s. 

When the mines began closing, many people across England 

and Wales lost their jobs and began to live in poverty. 

Thatcher also brought in a controversial tax called the ‘Poll 

Tax’ in 1990. This caused huge riots in central London. In the 

next election, John Major became the Prime Minister. 



What is DEVOLUTION and how has it affected the 

United Kingdom? 

The United Kingdom is made up of England, Wales, Scotland and 

Northern Ireland. 

Devolution essentially means the transfer of powers from the UK 

parliament in London to assemblies in Cardiff and Belfast, and the 

Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh. 

Powers that ARE devolved are Education, Health, Housing, 

Environment and Agriculture. 

Powers that ARE NOT devolved are Defence, National Security, 

Foreign Policy and Immigration. These powers still come from 

London. 



 How well do you know the UK? 
 Plot these countries on your map: 

 

England 

Scotland 

Wales 

Northern Ireland 

 

 Plot these cities on your map: 

 

London 

Manchester 

Belfast 

Birmingham 

Edinburgh 

Glasgow 

Bristol 

Plymouth 

Derry 

Cardiff 

 

EXTENSION: Why is only part of 

Ireland included on the map? 



 What are the arguments FOR or AGAINST devolution? 
Read through the arguments below and sort them into FOR and AGAINST devolution. You then 

need to select your top 2 arguments for each side… 

People in different regions want 

more say about how their 

region is governed. 

Devolution may lead to the 

break-up of the United 

Kingdom. This could lead to 

problems over business, trade 

and defence. 

Devolution is not wanted by all 

people, so what is the point in it 

happening? 

For some Nationalists (people 

who believe strongly in their 

own country and culture) 

devolution does not go far 

enough. 

The national regions (Scotland, 

N. Ireland and Wales) have 

different needs to England. 

If devolution is accepted, it will 

stop Scotland, N. Ireland and 

Wales wanting FULL 

INDEPENDENCE. They still 

want to have some connection 

to England and the United 

Kingdom. 

Devolution will reduce the 

workload of the British 

parliament and government. 

It is more democratic because 

government and important 

decisions will be brought closer 

to the people. 

Devolution will create more 

jobs in government, which is 

paid for by the tax payer. Taxes 

will go up. 

EXTENSION: Can you add your own argument for each side of the issue? 



Was the Iraq war justified? 

Saddam Hussein was born in a village just outside Takrit, in Iraq, in April 1937. He 

joined a political party (Baath) and was involved in trying to kill the prime 
minister of Iraq. 

When Saddam Hussein became president, he began by killing many of his 

rivals. 

Hussein modernized Iraqi life using money from the sale of oil to provide free 

education, health care and improve Iraqi infrastructure. 

Saddam Hussein did many things that concerned the rest of the world. Saddam Hussein 
used chemical weapons, invaded Kuwait and developed weapons of mass destruction 
(bombs capable of killing many people). Saddam Hussein was caught and hanged in 
2006, after the UK and the USA had invaded Iraq. 



 Below are a number of reasons to go to war.... 
Some are specific to the Iraq war, others are not.... 

Core: Choose at least one of the reasons below and explain why it would be an 

acceptable reason to FIGHT A WAR in another country...(remember to PEE)... 

Stretch: Choose ONE reason that JUSTIFIES a war and EXPLAIN. 

Choose ONE reason that DOES NOT JUSTIFY a war and EXPLAIN. 

Challenge: “It is the responsibility of the Western world to protect the world from tyranny and 
fear.” How far do you agree with this opinion? Consider the reasons below and concepts such 
as culture and society... 

They have weapons of 
mass destruction... 

They have attacked and killed 
their own people... 

Racial discrimination... 
A problem with TRADE... 

They have invaded/attacked 
another country... 

They have broken an 
agreement/treaty... 



What was the CONTEXT of the attack? 

The four men that carried out the 7/7 bombings in London were RELIGIOUS EXTREMISTS 
(people whose religious ideas are not accepted by others).  
 
They were all from a poor area in Yorkshire.  
 
Mohammad Sidique Khan (the oldest of the four men) was well-liked and respected in his area.  
 
Khan used to give aggressive religious speeches and it is though that he was INDOCTRINATING 
(brainwashing) other Muslims during this time. 
 
In his recorded video (explaining his motivation) Khan says that: 
 
‘Until we feel security, you will be our targets. And until you stop 
the bombing, gassing, imprisonment and torture of my people (Muslims) we will not stop this 
fight. We are at war and I am a solider. Now you too will taste the reality of this situation....’ 

What was the significance of the 7/7 bombings in 2005? 



What were the EVENTS of 7/7 2005? 

On the morning of July 7, 2005, three of the bombers travelled to Luton from their 
homes in West Yorkshire in a hired car. 

At Luton, they met the fourth bomber and boarded a train to London King’s Cross, 
each wearing a rucksack packed with explosives. 

At King’s Cross, they walked to the Tube station and went in different directions. 
At 8.50am, three of the bombs go off at King’s Cross, Edgware Road and Liverpool 

Street. 
A fourth bomb explodes at 9.47am on a bus in Tavistock Square. It is thought that 

the timer on this bomb had malfunctioned (not worked). 



What was IMMEDIATE IMPACT of the attack? 

RUSSELL SQUARE: 
The device was next to the rear set of double doors in the front carriage of the train. Twenty-six people, plus 
the bomber, were killed. More than 340 were injured. 
  
 
LIVERPOOL STREET: 
The device was placed on the floor at the rear of the second carriage. It killed seven people, plus the 
bomber, and injured 171, at least 10 seriously. 
One passenger said "We could see the roof was torn off it, and there were bodies on the track.” 
 
EDGWARE ROAD: 
The device was on the floor of the second carriage, close to the forward set of double doors. It killed six 

people, plus the bomber, and injured 163 others.  
 
TAVISTOCK SQUARE: 
The bomb, placed on a seat or the floor at the back of the upper deck, killed 13 people, plus the bomber. 
More than 110 were injured. 
One eyewitness said: "It was a massive explosion and there were papers and half a bus flying through the 
air".  



What were the outcomes of the attack and 
the governments’ report? 

 The bombs were made using materials which were available in shops and were easy to make. 
 

 The group, consisting of young men, was motivated by "fierce antagonism to perceived injustices by the 
West against Muslims" and a desire for martyrdom (to die for a cause). 
 

 The report, released on 11 May 2006, said many details about how the four bombers were radicalised 
(turned into extremists), how the attacks were carried out and whether others were involved were still to 
be discovered. 
 

 The report was also unsure if Al-Qaeda were involved.  
 Investigators said there was no evidence of a fifth bomber. 

 
 Police were checking more than 12,500 statements, 26,000 items - including 5,000 which were being 

forensically examined - and 6,000 hours of CCTV. 
 

 The "real difficulty" in identifying potential terrorists was that there had been little outward sign of the 
potential for violent extremism among the men, the report said. 


