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The Black Death 









1. Which type of this 
plague are the people in 
the image suffering 
from?  
 
 
2. How do you know this? 

 









The Modern plague 

The Black Death connects 

to people’s lives today 

because the plague still 

exists in some developing 

countries. 

In 1994, there was a plague 

epidemic in Surat, India. 52 

people died and 300,000 left 

their homes because they 

were afraid of catching it. 

There had been lots of rain 

and sewers became blocked. 

This led to flooding and 

unhygienic (dirty) conditions. 

After World War II, both the United States and 

the Soviet Union (Russia) developed ways of 

using the plague as a weapon. Scientists who 

worked in Russia’s bio-weapons programs 

said that large stocks of weaponised plague 

bacteria were produced. Information on many 

of the Soviet Union’s projects is still secret 

today. Aerosolized pneumonic plague (plague 

that’s spread through the air) remains the 

most significant threat today. 

How does the Black death connect with our lives today? 



Modern healthcare 

The Black Death connects 

to people’s lives today 

because we now 

understand how to prevent 

and treat many serious 

diseases. 

Thanks to modern scientists like Paul Louis-

Simond we now know that the Black Death 

spread from fleas on rats. We also now know 

that it’s important to keep our towns and cities 

(and even our bodies!) clean to prevent 

diseases from spreading. Thanks to researching 

diseases like the Black Death we know how to 

control modern epidemics like swine flu. 

Scientists have studied the 

diseases of the past to help them 

develop cures for modern 

diseases. Even though the plague 

still exists in the world today it can 

be easily treated with antibiotics. 

This means that a 

widespread epidemic is highly 

unlikely in developed countries, 

like Britain.  

How does the Black death connect with our lives today? 



Education and entertainment 

 The Black Death connects 

with people’s lives today 

because lots of students 

around the world still study 

this topic.  

Lots of schools teach the 

Black Death, some university 

students spend a year or more 

studying it and there are even 

university professors who have 

dedicated their whole lives to 

analysing the significance of 

the Black Death!  

Lots of people still find the plague interesting 

and there are hundreds of novels, TV 

documentaries and films about the plague and 

its consequences. Horrible Histories, the BBC 

and  famous authors, like Ken Follett, have all 

realised that people can’t get enough of the 

Plague!   

How does the Black death connect with our lives today? 



Modern democracy  

During the Peasants’ Revolt 

ordinary farm workers asked the 

King for more money and 

freedoms. Some historians say 

this was the very beginning of 

ordinary people getting 

freedoms today. 

Although the Peasants’ Revolt 

was unsuccessful many 

historians argue that thanks to 

protests like this one, ordinary 

people slowly gained rights like 

the vote, employment rights and 

freedoms like Freedom of 

Speech. Today we have these 

things as we live in a democracy. 

Historians argue that events like the 

Peasants Revolt 1381, the English Civil 

War (when Charles I was overthrown, 

1649) and the Suffragette movement that 

led to women getting the vote, 1918, are all 

examples of how popular protest has led to 

political change. These events and many 

more have helped to create the Britain that 

we know today. 

How does the Black death connect with our lives today? 









Why did Christians go on Crusade? 



Why was Jerusalem so important? 



Did the Children’s Crusade really happen? - Interpretations 





 





 

Causes of the Crusades 
 



 

Consequences of the Crusades 
 


