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à Literacy Task: Who were the Russians? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

From 1900, Russia was a vast empire spanning two continents – 
Europe and Asia. From west to east, it stretched 4000 miles, from 
north to south it stretched 2000 miles. 

Communication was difficult across Russia and there were few 
paved roads. In the villages and small towns, people had to walk 
on platforms or boards to avoid sinking in the mud. For longer 
journeys, people used the rivers or the railways. 

The	  Empire	  contained	  150	  million	  people,	  the	  majority	  were	  Russians	  
who	  lived	  in	  the	  West.	  The	  rest	  of	  the	  people	  belonged	  to	  areas	  taken	  
over	  by	  Russia.	  Many	  of	  them	  did	  not	  speak	  Russian	  and	  most	  were	  
illiterate	  (could	  not	  read	  or	  write).	  



The Peasants and workers 
Key Information 
 
§ Four out of five people in Russia were peasants and workers. 
§  Peasants had poor living conditions and illness was very common. 
§ The peasants and workers felt that they had been treated 
unfairly by the government and were forced to work for the Rich 
for extra money. 

Key questions 
 
àWhy were the peasants so 
poor? 
àWhat would your main 
complaints be if you were a 
peasant? 

Detail 
 
At the beginning of the Twentieth Century, four out of five 
people in Russia were peasants. For most of them, life was hard. 
Their main food was grain made into rye bread or porridge, and 
cabbage soup. Tea, beer and vodka were the most popular drinks. 
 
The average life expectancy was less than 40 years. There were 
regular epidemics (wide spread disease) of typhus and diptheria. 
It was a life of poverty, squalor and, often, drunkeness. The 
peasants did not have enough land, and the government did not 
support them. Many peasants had to work on nobles (upper class 
people) estates to earn extra money. More and more peasants 
began competing for the land that was available. 
 
In the industrial centres, workers often lived in barracks next to 
factories. Rooms slept about 30 people, or a number of families. 
Spaces between the groups were divided by sheets – which meant 
no privacy. Illness, smells and arguments – nothing could be 
hidden. 



The middle classes 
Key Information 
 
§ After 1900, there were lots of opportunities for business 
owners. 
§  The government supported the middle classes and loaned them 
money to start new businesses. 
§ The middle classes ate and drank luxury food! They had a good 
lifestyle. 

Key questions 
 
àHow did the middle classes 
become so wealthy? 
àWho did the middle 
classes rely on? 

Detail 
 
Around 1900, with the development of industry, a new class of 
people was growing in Russia: bankers, merchants and rich 
capitalists who owned the industrial works. St Petersburg and 
Moscow were the main centres of trade and textile industry. 
 
The link between rich businessmen and the government was very 
strong and the government gave them big contracts (to do work) 
and loans of money. 
 
Life for the rich middle classes was very good. In Moscow there 
were restaurants, cocktail bars and smart hotels. Here they could  
eat good Russian food – caviar, salmon and borsch (beetroot and 
meat soup served with cream) – and drank champagne. They could 
go to the ballet, to concerts or the theatre. 



The emperor (Tsar): Nicholas II 
Key Information 
 
§ Nicholas II had complete power over Russia and the Russian 
people. 
§ The Tsar had a group of ministers to run different parts of the 
government, but he made all the important decisions. 
§  The people of Russia did not have a say on how their country 
was run. 

Key questions 
 
àWho could challenge the 
power of the Tsar? 
àHow safe was the Tsar’s 
position? 

Detail 
 
Nicholas II came to the Russian throne in 1894. He was an 
AUTOCRAT (he had complete and absolute power). He was not 
elected by the people. He believed that God had chosen him to 
rule. 
This is called the ‘divine right’. 
 
He could do what he liked and did not need to check with anyone 
else! He had the power or life and death over his subjects. 
 
To help him rule, he had a council of ministers who ran the 
different parts of the government. They all reported to the 
Tsar, who made the important decisions. 
 
There was no parliament to represent the views of the people, 
and there was no way for people to get their views heard. 
Newspapers and books were CENSORED (edited and checked); 
they had to be sent to the government before they were printed. 



The Orthodox Church 
Key Information 
 
§ The Orthodox Church was very important in Russia. 
§ The Orthodox Church supported the Tsar and his power in 
Russia. 

Key questions 
 
àHow do you think the 
Orthodox Church helped to 
keep the Tsar in power? 

Detail 
 
The Orthodox Church – a type of Christianity – was very 
important in Russia. In most houses there were holy pictures on 
the walls. The Church was very mysterious and superstitious.  
 
Holy men (those who represented the church) were very 
important in Russian society.  
 
The Orthodox Church was closely linked to the Tsar and 
supported his way of ruling. It taught that the Tsar was the head 
of the country and the head of the Church.  



What THREE qualities would a leader or Russia in 1900 need? 
àToday we are analysing the Tsar and his ability to rule Russia. 
We will use these criteria later on in the lesson...so make sure you think hard! 

Key information box 
 
§ In 1900 the Russia Empire covered nearly 23 
million square kilometres. Only a quarter of it was 
in Europe and the rest in Asia. 
§ Some groups in Russia wanted more power. 
§ The Tsar was an AUTOCRAT ( he had complete 
power in Russia). 
§ Around 85 per cent of the Russian people lived in 
the countryside and earned their living from 
agriculture 
§ Conditions for Russian workers were very poor. 

?	  
1.  To be a strong leader, the Tsar 

needs to... 
2.     To be a strong leader, the Tsar 

needs to... 
3.      To be a strong leader, the Tsar 

needs to... 

STRETCH: What is the most important feature? How can you link this specifically to the situation in Russia? 



à Literacy Task: Who was Tsar Nicholas II? 
As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

Nicholas II was devoted to his family. Family photographs were in 
every room of the palace. Nicholas would rather spend time with 
his family than deal with government affairs. 

Nicholas could be cruel and merciless. He would not stand for 
opposition. His answer to problems was always the same – 
violence. He praised army soldiers who dealt with disorder and he 
hanged the people involved. 

Nicholas II was also anti-Jewish and encouraged POGROMS 
(attacks on Jewish people and settlements). Nicholas believed 
completely in AUTOCRACY. He thought that democracy (people 
voting) would lead to the collapse of Russia. 



Was the Tsar (Nicholas II) the right man to rule Russia? 
àRead through the sources and decide whether they suggest Nicholas was FIT TO RULE or UNFIT TO RULE. You then need 
to SUMMARISE each source into one DESCRIPTIVE word… 

Source 1: Written by Kerensky, the leader of the 
government who took over from the Tsar in 1917.  
‘The daily work of a monarch, he found incredibly boring. He 
could not stand listening long or seriously to ministers 
reports, or reading them.’  
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 

Source 2: Said by an unknown cabinet minister. 
‘Nicholas II was not fit to run a village post office’. 
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 

Source 3: Written by Trotsky, someone who opposed the 
Tsar. 
‘His ancestors did not pass on to him the qualities which 
would have made him capable of governing an empire’. 
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 

Source 4: From the diary of the Tsar’s sister, Olga. 
‘He kept saying that he was unfit to reign…and yet Nicky’s unfitness 
was not his fault. He had intelligence, he had faith and courage and he 
was uneducated about government issues. Nicky had been trained as a 
soldier. He should have been taught about the government, and he was 
not.’ 
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 
Source 5: By Grand Duke Alexander Mikhailovich 
‘He never had an opinion of his own…always agreeing with the judgment 
of the last person he spoke to.’ 
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 

Source 6: By Sergei Witte, even though he disliked Nicholas, he 
said: 
‘He has a quick mind and learns easily. In this respect he is far 
superior to his father.’ 
 
FIT TO RULE? 
UNFIT TO RULE? 
 
àSUMMARY WORD?  
 

STRETCH: Which of these sources would you trust the most and why? Which of these sources would you 
trust the least and why? 



Hypothesis skills… 
What do you predict might happen? 

On 22nd January 1905, Father Gapon led Russian workers to 
the Winter Palace in St Petersburg, the home of Tsar 
Nicholas II.  The protestors were peaceful and unarmed.  
They wanted to present a petition to the Tsar, asking for 
better working and living conditions.   

Why were the peasants unhappy with the Tsar? 
à 

 
à 

 
 

How do you think the Tsar might 
REACT to the protestors? 

How do you think the Tsar might REACT to 
the protestors? 
à 

 

Do you think it is important for the Tsar to 
react? (Think about his control, style of 
leadership and the size of Russia) 
 

à 
 

 
STRETCH: Is terrorism ever justified in 
trying to change the way a country is 
governed? 



à Literacy Task: What was the context for revolution in 1905? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

There were new, modern forces which were threatening the Tsar 
such as the middle classes, an industrial working class and 
different ideas about how the country should be ruled. 

In 1894, Nicholas II was an autocrat. He ruled alone and 
unquestioned, but he had a weak personality, and his power was 
based on the army and on the Okhrana (the secret police). 

Many people wanted there to be free elections to choose the 
leader of Russia and more civil rights for the Russia people. They 
also felt that Russia people should have an equal chance to get 
jobs and set up businesses. 



Why did Russia explode in revolution in 1905? 
Read through the cards and sort them into LONG TERM CAUSE or SHORT TERM CAUSE. You also need to decide the reason for the cause – were the 
protestors PROTESTING FOR CHANGE or were PROTESTING IN ANGER? 

The Russo-Japanese War 
 
The Tsar had got Russia into a war with 
Japan in 1904. The war caused a shortage 
of food in the cities. Factories were closed 
and people lost jobs. Russia was also losing 
the war to Japan, who were a much smaller 
country than Russia. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 

Governments use of violence in 
1902-1903 
 
Due to the starving peasants in the 
countryside, the government began using 
army troops to crush the disturbances 
(riots). The demonstrations and violence 
continued throughout 1902 and 1903. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 
 
 

Bloody Sunday 
 
On 22 January 1905, Father Gapon (a 
Russian Priest) organised a march to deliver 
a petition (lots of signatures) to the Tsar. 
200,000 people joined him to show the Tsar 
that they wanted a change. The Tsar’s army 
opened fire on the protestors, killing 
thousands of them. This is called Bloody 
Sunday because of the amount of people 
killed. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 
 

Industrialisation 
 
Russia needed to develop its industries 
(factories and production of goods) to 
become a modern country like Britain or 
Germany. The government invested lots of 
money – but this money came from the work 
of the Russian people. At first it was 
successful, but then problems started. 
Thousands of workers lost their jobs and 
strikes and demonstrations broke out in 
many cities. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 
 

Taxes 
 
In order to INDUSTRIALISE, the 
peasants had to pay heavy taxes on grain. 
The taxes on everyday items such as 
alcohol and salt went up! The government 
thought that in the future, the situation 
would improve for everybody. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 
 

Poor harvests 
 
There were poor harvests (crops were not 
growing as they were expected to) in the 
countryside. Many were starving. 
 
SHORT TERM? 
LONG TERM? 
 
CHANGE? // ANGER? 
 

STRETCH: Circle and explain the MAIN CAUSE of the revolution in 1905… 



What were the outcomes of the 1905 
revolution? 
 
In 1904, Nicholas lost a war with Japan, which 
undermined his authority. In 1905, a peaceful 
demonstration of workers led by the priest 
Father Gapon was attacked by the Cossacks, in a 
bid to assert the Tsar's authority. The atrocity 
led to strikes and riots - sailors on the 
battleship 'Potemkin' mutinied. Workers and 
soldiers got together and set up committees 
called Soviets to represent them. 
 
Nicholas survived - just! He published the 
'October Manifesto', which promised to create 
a Duma (parliament). He also promise free speech 
for the people and more civil rights. This caused 
many middle-class people, called the Octobrists, 
to support him. He also lowered taxes on the 
poor and brought in Peter Stolypin as his prime 
minister. The Okhrana tracked down and 
arrested many revolutionaries. 
 
However, as soon as he felt powerful enough, 
Nicholas stopped listening to the Duma, but the 
Soviets survived. The Secret Police also 
continued to censor newspapers and they stopped 
people travelling where they wanted. 
 
àNow complete the two POWER GRAPHS! 
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à Literacy Task: What is communism and whose idea was it? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

Karl Marx came up with the idea of Communism. Marx was a 
German Jew who lived from 1818-1883. He had a new idea of 
how society should work. 

One of the main ideas of communism was that everyone should 
share and be equal. People should contribute to society according 
to their ability, and should only receive what they need! No greed! 

Karl Marx hated the idea of ‘class’. He did not support the idea of 
an upper, middle and working class. The idea of class helped 
some people to get rich and kept others poor. It should be 
removed and replaced with a ‘society of equals’. 



How did Karl Marx believe that COMMUNISM would happen? 
Karl Marx believed that there would be different stages in history that would lead to communism. 
àFor each stage you need to read the information, produce an image and fill in your POWER BARS – showing how much power each of 
the groups (Upper class, Middle class, Working class) has at each stage! 

1. Feudalism: If you have land, you have power! The 
Upper classes hold the most land. The workers are 
virtually owned by their lords and masters. The 
Middle Classes begin to have a bit more money and 
power… 

2. The Middle Class revolution! The Middle classes 
become more rich and powerful. They take power 
from the Upper classes. The Middle classes decide 
how the country is run. Life stays the same for the 
workers! 

3. Capitalism: The Middle classes own all the 
businesses, factories and industry. The Workers are 
forced to work long hours. Soon, the workers start to 
feel like they are being treated unequally… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Revolution and Socialism! The Workers remove the 
Middle Classes and take control. Everyone owns the 
factories. Wealth and goods are shared equally.  

5. Communism: There is no government, no state and 
no classes! People live a free life, share their food 
and goods. No one has a better lifestyle than 
someone else – everyone lives according to what they 
need. 

 
 
STRETCH questions: 
 
1. How can you link these ideas to 
what was going on in Russia after 
1905? 

2. Do you think the idea of 
COMMUNISM can every truly work? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upper / Middle / Working 

More? 
 
POWER 
 
Less? 

Upper / Middle / Working 

More? 
 
POWER 
 
Less? 

Upper / Middle / Working 

More? 
 
POWER 
 
Less? 

Upper / Middle / Working 

More? 
 
POWER 
 
Less? 

Upper / Middle / Working 

More? 
 
POWER 
 
Less? 



Vladimir Ulyanov was born in 1870. 
He became known as Lenin. At 
university he developed an interest 
in the writings of Karl Marx and the 
ideas of communism. Lenin wanted to 
create change and revolution in 
Russia. He started the BOLSHEVIK 
Party. Lenin's message of Peace, 
bread, land' was just what the 
people - who were sick of the 
fighting in the First World War, 
hunger and hardship - wanted. 

Who were the Bolsheviks? Summary and REDUCTION 
task… 

Summarise into 5 key words… 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
 
 

STRETCH: Why do you think the slogan ‘Peace, Bread and Land’ was so effective? How can you link this to previous 
events in Russia and the idea of Communism? 

Lev Bronstein was born in 1879 
in Ukraine. He became known as 
Trotsky. He also became 
interested in Karl Marx and 
began to write articles and 
pamphlets about Communism. 
Trotsky was not an original 
member of the Bolshevik party, 
and many members were 
suspicious of him. He played a 
major part in the revolution with 
Lenin. 

Summarise into 5 key words… 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
à 
 
 
 



Lenin promised: 
 
‘Peace, bread and land’ 
 
à Why were these ideas so 
important to the Russian 
people? Which Russian 
people in particular would 
appreciate this message? 
 



à Literacy Task: What was the context of the Bolsheviks rise to power? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

In March 1917, the Tsar abdicated (gave up his throne). He had 
been under a lot of pressure from the workers and the Duma. 

Russia had been fighting in the First World War against Germany. 
The war was very unpopular because it caused food shortages, 
unemployment and a rise in prices for the Russian people.  

After the Tsar abdicated, a PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
(temporary) was set up. This would run the country until elections 
could be held to choose a government and decide how Russia 
was to be ruled in the future. 



Peace, land, bread 
 
April: the German 
government helps the 
Bolshevik leader Lenin 
return to Russia. He 
publishes the 'April 
Theses', offering people: 
'Peace, bread, land', and 
proclaims: All power to 
the Soviets'. 

Bolsheviks 
 
August: a pro-tsarist, 
General Kornilov, leads a 
revolt against the 
Provisional Government. 
The government has to 
ask the Bolsheviks for 
help to defeat him. As a 
result, the Bolsheviks 
become so popular that… 

July: the 
Bolsheviks try to 
take power in a 
revolution called 
the July Days, but 
are defeated. 

September: the 
Bolsheviks take 
control of the 
Petrograd Soviet, 
and the prominent 
Bolshevik Leon 
Trotsky, leader of 
the Red Guards, 
becomes its 
president. 

Kronstadt sailors 
 
6th November: late at 
night, Trotsky's Red 
Guards helped by the 
Kronstadt sailors move 
quickly to take over 
the bridges and the 
telephone exchange. 
They cut off Petrograd 
from the rest of 
Russia. 

Aurora fires a shell 
 
7 November: next, the Red 
Guards take over government 
buildings, the banks and the 
railway station. Finally, at 
9.40pm, signalled by a shell 
fired from the cruiser Aurora, 
they move in and take over the 
Winter Palace, the 
headquarters of the 
Provisional Government. There 
is no resistance. 

What was the October Revolution 1917? 
àRead through the information. 
àOn the line-graph below, plot the level of SUCCESS and FAILURE for the Bolshevik party.  
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STRETCH: What is more significant: Lenin’s leadership or Trotsky’s organisation? 



àStorming the Winter Palace 
àRead through the information and complete ONE SET of 
questions... 
 
The Bolsheviks now moved in on the Winter Palace, where 
the Provisional Government was meeting. But morale among 
the defenders of the winter palace was very low. Soldiers 
began to leave and run away from the Provisional 
Government, because they did not want to fight for it. 
 At 9.00 the Aurora (a ship who’s sailors support for the 
Bolsheviks) fired a blank shot to start the attack. There 
was a little machine gun fire, but very little damage was 
done to the Palace. The Red Guards entered and made their 
way along the miles of corridors. When they did meet 
soldiers they gave up as did the Provisional Government 
when the Red Guards found them. The Bolsheviks had 
control of Petrograd. 
 
CORE QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Look at Source A (the map). Why would it be difficult to 
cross Petrograd quickly? Why do you think the Bolsheviks 
wanted to control the bridges? 
2. Describe what you can see in Source B. 
3. Do you think that Source B was produced by someone who 
supported or did not support the Bolsheviks? 
4. How useful is Source B as a source of evidence? 

 
STRETCH QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Looking at Source A, explain why the bridges in Petrograd 
were of strategic importance. 
2. Why did the Bolsheviks seize the railway stations and 
telephone offices on the first night? 
3. How has the storming of the Winter Palace been 
represented in paintings like Source B? 
4. How useful is Source B as a source of evidence? 

Source A: A map showing Petrograd 

Source B: A painting made in Russia in the 1930s by Sokolov Skalya, 
showing the storming of the Winter Palace. 



How did the Bolsheviks seize power? 
àYou have been working in the British Embassy in Petrograd throughout 1917. The British Government have 
asked you to tell them how Lenin has been able to seize control. You talk to your colleagues, who have different 
views... 
àUse these views to help you write your report explaining how the Bolsheviks were able to seize power. You 
should also explain what happened on the day of the revolution... 

The	  Provisional	  Government	  made	  
mistakes.	  It	  did	  not	  end	  the	  war	  and	  it	  
did	  not	  give	  the	  land	  to	  the	  peasants.	  If	  
it	  had	  done	  these	  things,	  it	  would	  have	  

got	  the	  people	  on	  its	  side.	  

I	  think	  it	  was	  more	  to	  do	  with	  
the	  Bolsheviks	  and	  their	  

leader	  Lenin.	  He	  knew	  what	  
he	  wanted	  right	  from	  the	  

beginning.	  

The	  Bolsheviks	  were	  very	  determined	  it	  
is	  true.	  They	  were	  the	  only	  ones	  who	  

had	  a	  clear	  plan	  and	  were	  well	  
organised.	  Everybody	  else	  was	  not	  sure	  

what	  to	  do.	  

AOer	  the	  Tsar	  abdicated,	  the	  
Provisional	  Government	  was	  too	  
weak.	  It	  was	  to	  blame.	  It	  never	  

had	  any	  power.	  

The	  Bolsheviks	  certainly	  knew	  what	  the	  
people	  wanted	  –	  bread	  peace	  and	  land.	  
They	  promised	  the	  land	  to	  the	  peasants	  
and	  were	  the	  only	  group	  who	  wanted	  

to	  end	  the	  war.	  CORE challenge: Choose one argument and explain why you agree with it, using 
evidence from your work today. 
STRETCH challenge: Produce your report explaining the long term and short term 
reasons for the Bolsheviks seizing power. You should explain why and how they 
were able to gather support from the peasants and working class. 
STRETCH + challenge: ‘Lenin’s seizure of power was based on luck.’ How far do 
you agree with this statement? Explain with reference to precise evidence. 



àWhat should the Bolsheviks (the Reds) do with the Tsar? 

Context 
 
By the summer of 1918, the Bolsheviks (also known as the Communists) were 
under attack! They only controlled a small part of Russia and their enemies 
wanted to defeat them! 
 
This was the beginning of a CIVIL WAR in Russia (a war in one country). 
 
The fighting was between the REDS (Bolsheviks / Communists and the 
WHITES (Mensheviks) 

Imprison him? 
 
Advantages (+) 
à 
 
à 
 
 
Disadvantages (-) 
à 
 
à 
 
 

Execute him? 
 
Advantages (+) 
à 
 
à 
 
 
Disadvantages (-) 
à 
 
à 
 
 

Compromise and release him? 
 
Advantages (+) 
à 
 
à 
 
 
Disadvantages (-) 
à 
 
à 
 
 

STRETCH: Explain your overall decision in one sentence! 

REDS 
 
àLed by Lenin 
 
àThey wanted to 
keep power and 
create Communism in 
Russia! 

WHITES 
 
àLed by various 
people. 
 
àThey hated Lenin 
and some wanted to 
put the Tsar in 
power! They wanted 
to defeat and 
remove the Reds 
from power! 



à Literacy Task: What happened after the Tsar’s abdication? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

After his abdication in March 1917, the Tsar and his family were 
held under HOUSE ARREST (stopped from leaving their home) 
just outside St Petersburg. 

Later the family were moved to Ekaterinburg (in the mountains) 
where they were held by the Reds (Bolsheviks / Lenin) in the 
house of a family called Ipatiev. 

The Tsar was a constant problem for the Reds. If he escaped, he 
might help unite the White forces. If he was executed, he could 
become a martyr (someone who has died for their cause/beliefs) 



What happened to the Tsar and his family? 
Source 1: An interview with Pavel Medvedev,  Red soldier in 1919. He was 
an eye-witness but it was claimed he was tortured before giving this 
evidence. 
 
‘The Empress (the Tsar’s wife) sat down by the wall. Behind her stood her 
three daughters. The Tsar was in the middle, next to his son Alexi. Eleven 
soldiers walked into the room, led by Yakov Yurovsky.  I was then sent out of 
the room. When I returned, the blood was gushing...Alexi was still alive. 
Yurovsky walked over to him and shot him two or three times at point blank 
range...this made me want to vomit.’ 

Source 2: The death of the Tsar. This 
painting was based on information from the 
Whites. 

Source 3: The room at the Ipatiev House where the 
execution took place. 

Source 5: Judge Sergeyev – A 
‘White’ investigator who was later 
removed from the investigation 
and died mysteriously. 
 
‘I do not believe that all the family 
were shot in that house. It is my 
belief that the Empress, the Tsar’s 
son and the four other children 
were not shot in that house. I 
believe that the Tsar, the family 
doctor and two servants were shot 
at the Ipatiev house.’ 

Source 4: Sir Charles Eliot was sent by the British government to 
investigate. 
 
‘On the wall, the door and on the floor were marks showing bullet 
holes...there is no real evidence as to who or how many victims there 
were...No bodies have been found and there is no evidence of bodied having 
been burned. All the marks in the room prove is that someone was shot 
there....not necessarily the Tsar and his family.’ 



What happened to the Tsar and his family? – STRETCH ADDITIONAL 
SOURCES 

Source 6: Announcement by the Bolsheviks on 18 July 1919 
 
‘In recent days, the danger of the approach of the Whites posed a 
serious threat to the area of Ekaterinburg (where the Tsar was 
being kept)...Because of this, the Ural Reds decided to shoot 
Nicholas II, and this was carried out on 16 July. The wife and son 
of Nicholas have been sent to a safe place.’ 

Source 7: From Sir Charles Eliot’s report 
 
‘On 17 July a train with the blinds down left Ekaterinburg for an 
unknown destination and it is believed that the surviving members 
of the Tsar’s family were in it.’ 

Source 8: Account from Dr Utkin, February 1919. The doctor 
was called by the Reds to treat a young woman who appeared 
to have been attacked. 
 
‘...a young woman was lying  semi-conscious on a bed. She was plump 
and her dark-brown hair was cut short...When I asked the sick 
woman ‘who are you?’ she raised her head and said in a concerned 
voice: ‘I am the Tsar’s daughter, Anastasia.’ 



1. Feb 1918 
The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk brings 
Russia peace with Germany in the 
First World War. 
The treaty gives land from Russia to 
Germany. Russia loses 26% of its 
population, 27% farm land, 26% 
railways and 74% of its iron and coal. 
 

2. May 1918 
Civil War breaks out between 
the Communists and the tsar’s 
supporters.  Many civilians 
(normal people) on both sides 
are killed. 
 

3. Summer 1918 
Men are forced to join 
the army. There are 
severe punishments for 
men who refuse to fight 
 

4. Summer 
1918-1920 
The Secret Police torture 
prisoners.  Anyone who does not 
support the Communist 
government will be shot.  
 

5. 1918-1920 
All factories are nationalised (taken 
over by the government). 

6. 1918-1920 
Workers face the death 
penalty if they strike (stop 
working as a protest). 

7. 1918-1920 
Peasants have to give all 
extra food they grow to 
the government, not sell it 
for profit (money). 

8. 1918-1920 
The government says that 
money is useless. It tells 
people to trade with each 
other. 

9. 1920 
There are food shortages (not 
enough) because peasants only grow 
enough food for themselves.   

10. 1921  
There is famine (death from 
no food). Famine, cold 
weather and disease kill  7 
million Russians. 

11. 1921 
Peasants who grow lots of 
food pay less tax. 
 

12. 1921 
People are allowed to use 
money again. 
 

13. 1921  
People are allowed to own small 
factories  again (instead of the 
government owning them). 

14. 1922 
Factories are making more 
things, but still not as much 
as before the First World 
War.   

15. 1923 
Russia is divided into 4 
areas. They each have 
their own governments to 
control education and 
welfare. 

àTo what extent did Lenin and the Communists improve the lives of Russian people?  
Read the cards. Label them: peace, food, land, power. Do they show that Russia got better, worse or stayed the same after getting rid of the 
Tsar?  
à Plot the numbers on your BETER / WORSE sheet… 

STRETCH: In your view, did Lenin and the Communists improve the conditions in Russia? 



Source A: A poster issued by Lenin’s Government 
showing him sweeping way the Royal family, upper 
classes, church and business owners. It is entitled 
“Lenin cleans the earth of evil spirits”. 

Source B:  A modern historian commenting on the situation in Russia in 
1918. 
 
 
“It seemed as if one dictatorship, that of the Tsars had simply been 
replaced by another, that of Lenin and his Communist Party.  A one party 
state, a secret police and a ‘party’ army did not look like much of a 
change to most Russians” 

What sort of leader was Lenin? 
àRead through the sources and answer the 
questions. 

Source C:  Extract from an article by Lenin’s widow, Krupskaya – written 
shortly after his death. 
 
 
‘Do not build memorials to him, do not name palaces after him and do not 
hold magnificent celebrations in his memory. All of this meant so little to 
him.’ 

Source D:  Extract from a British newspaper, 1924. 
 
‘Lenin was one of the most sinister and sombre (serious) figures that 
ever darkened the human stage. This evil man was the founder of 
Bolshevism. It is a great mistake to consider him a reasonable man. He 
was a revolutionary whose thirst for power could never be quenched.’ 

Questions 
 
1. Make a list of all the things you can learn about Lenin’s character 
from these sources.  
2. What can you learn in particular from Source C about Lenin’s 
character? 
3. How far do you agree that Source A is not useful because it is a 
propaganda poster? 
4. ‘Lenin left Russia in 1924 a better place than he found in 1917’ – 
Use the sources and your own knowledge to explain whether you 
agree or disagree with this statement. 



How	  far	  did	  life	  change	  for	  women?	  	  

Alexandra	  Kollontai,	  was	  the	  
People’s	  Commissar	  for	  Social	  
Welfare	  and	  the	  first	  woman	  
in	  the	  Bolshevik	  Government.	  	  
She	  focussed	  on	  women’s	  
rights	  and	  was	  an	  advocate	  for	  
sexual	  liberaWon.	  	  

The Family Code of 1918 gave women 
equal status to men, gave illegitimate 
children legal rights, and allowed a couple 
to take either the husband or wife’s name 
once married. Divorce became easily 
obtainable, abortion was legalised in 1920, 
and communal facilities for childcare and 
domestic tasks were introduced with the 
aim of relieving women of household 
chores.	  

In 1919, a Women’s Bureau (Zhenotdel) was established. Its purpose 
was to distribute propaganda among working class women and attempt 
to engage them in public life and the revolutionary process. 
The Zhenotdel also sought to promote literacy and education among 
women in Central Asia.  



How	  far	  did	  life	  change	  for	  women?	  	  

The reforms to improve women’s lives 
were, however, short-lived. In the 1930s, 
Stalin reversed many of the rights granted 
to women and families in the 1918 Family 
Code. Abortion was banned, divorce 
became extremely difficult to obtain, and 
the law on the rights of illegitimate children 
was revoked.	  

The early Communist vision of women’s equality and liberation – where 
women would be able to work in any profession and communal 
institutions would take responsibility for childrearing and housekeeping – 
was never fully realised. As emphasis shifted back towards the 
traditional family unit in the 1930s, women were faced with the double 
burden of combining domestic duties with (often strenuous) full-time 
work.	  



When Lenin died in January 1924, Stalin made numerous 
speeches praising him. Stalin also played an important role in the 
funeral ceremony. Trotsky was not at the funeral. He was in 
southern Russia recovering from malaria when Lenin died. 
 
Trotsky later claimed that he phoned Moscow to find out when the 
funeral for Lenin was. He said that Stalin gave him the wrong 
date, saying there was no time for Trotsky to return. Since Trotsky 
and Stalin became bitter rivals, it is easy to believe this story, but it 
is equally possible that Trotsky made-up the story to show Stalin 
in a poor light… 
 
àWhat can you infer about Stalin so far? 



Richer farmers called 
Kulaks were  
deported to remote 
areas and had their 
land taken because 
they opposed 
Collectivisation.  

Many farmers burnt 
their crops and killed 
their animals in 
protest against 
Collectivisation. Not 
enough food was 
produced and 5/6 
million people died of 
famine between 
1930-1933. 

Under the 5 year plan  
Production of oil, steel 
and coal increased.   

Workers called Shock 
Brigades who met 
targets were given 
better pay, holidays 
and perks such as 
tickets to the opera! 

In 1932 internal 
passports were 
introduced and people 
were not allowed to 
move from town to 
town without 
permission. 

The best workers, 
called Stakhanovites 
were given new flats 
when housing was hard 
to get. Many workers 
became jealous and 
some Stakhanovites 
were killed. 

As industry increased, 
the cities became over 
crowded and living 
conditions were not 
good. 

There was no 
unemployment in the 
USSR.  This was in 
comparison to the 15 
million unemployed in 
the USA in 1933. 

Labour camps were set 
up and inmates were 
used as slave labour.  
Any opponent of Stalin 
could end up in one of 
these camps. 

Stalin had his 
opponents murdered in 
a series of purges.  He 
also set up show trials 
and tortured people 
into giving confessions.  
People found guilty 
were shot. 

The media and arts 
were censored and 
there was no freedom 
of speech. 

People could not 
practise their religion.  
During Stalin’s rule 
Churches and Mosques 
were shut down.  
Muslim women could 
not wear veils. Church 
leaders were 
imprisoned. 

Abortion was made 
illegal and it was hard 
to get divorced.  

Families were 
rewarded with free 
health care and 
sometimes paid holiday 
leave. 

School became very 
strict.  Some subjects 
such as History were 
banned.  The literacy 
rate increased.  By 
1939 94% of 9-49 
year old in towns and 
86% in rural areas 
could read and write. 

STRETCH: In which of the 3 groups (social, economic and political) did the MOST and 
LEAST improvement take place? Write a detailed sentence for each that uses evidence! 

à The cards below show how life changed under Stalin.  Cut them out and arrange them in to 
positive and negative effects of his rule. Then code them under the headings social, economic and 
political. 



Richer farmers 
called Kulaks were  
sent away and had 
their land taken 
because they 
disliked Stalin's 
ideas.  

Many farmers burnt 
their crops and 
killed their animals 
in protest.  5/6 
million people died of 
famine between 
1930-1933. 

Under the 5 year 
plan  
The making of oil, 
steel and coal 
increased.   

Workers who met 
targets were given 
better pay, holidays 
and rewards such as 
tickets to the opera! 

In 1932 people were 
not allowed to 
move from town to 
town without 
permission. 

The best workers, 
were given new 
flats when housing 
was hard to get. 
Many workers 
became jealous and 
some Stakhanovites 
were killed. 

As industry 
increased, the cities 
became over 
crowded and living 
conditions were 
not good. 

Everyone had jobs 
in the USSR.   
However in the USA 
15 million 
unemployed in 1933. 

Labour camps were 
set up and inmates 
were used as slave 
labour.  Any 
opponent of Stalin 
could end up in 
one of these 
camps. 

Stalin had his 
opponents 
murdered in a 
series of purges.. 

The media and arts 
were could not 
print what they 
want (censored) and 
there was no 
freedom of speech. 

During Stalin’s rule 
Churches and 
Mosques were shut 
down.  Muslim 
women could not 
wear veils. Church 
leaders were 
imprisoned. 

Abortion was not 
allowed  and it was 
hard to get divorced.  

Families were 
rewarded with free 
health care and 
sometimes paid 
holiday leave. 

School became very 
strict.  Some 
subjects such as 
History were 
banned.  More 
people could read or 
write though 

à The cards below show how life changed under Stalin.  Cut them out and arrange them in to positive 
and negative effects of his rule. Then code them under the headings social, economic and political. 



How	  did	  life	  change	  for	  LGBTQ+	  people	  under	  Stalin?	  	  

In	  1917	  the	  revoluWon	  decriminalised	  homosexuality	  an	  
act	  that	  was	  very	  unusual	  in	  Europe	  at	  this	  Wme.	  For	  a	  
Wme	  the	  Soviet	  Union	  recognised	  same	  sex	  marriage	  and	  
led	  the	  way	  in	  gender	  correcWve	  surgery	  for	  trans	  people,	  
and	  the	  exploraWon	  of	  the	  idea	  of	  gender	  being	  non	  
binary.	  	  	  

When	  Stalin	  came	  to	  power	  he	  encouraged	  a	  negaWve	  
social	  reacWon	  to	  LGBTQ+	  rights.	  	  In	  1936	  homosexuality	  
became	  a	  crime	  again.	  The	  legacy	  of	  this	  reacWon	  stands	  
today,	  with	  some	  Stalinist	  groups	  around	  the	  world	  sWll	  
spi_ng	  upon	  the	  ideas	  of	  transgender	  idenWty,	  
transsexuality,	  homosexuality,	  and	  bisexuality.	  	  



à Literacy Task: How did Stalin control the Soviet Union? 
à As the slides appear, summarise the information. Aim for one box at a time… 

In the 1930s, Stalin’s main aim was to turn the Soviet Union into a 
leading world power. He want to show the world that Communism 
could work. 

Stalin wanted to turn the USSR into a modern, industrial country 
that could match the capitalist countries of the West such as 
Britain and the USA.  

In order to achieve his goal, Stalin believed that he had to be in 
complete control of the country – opposition could not be 
tolerated. One of Stalin’s aims was to control people to such an 
extent that they would be afraid to even consider opposing him. 



Life for workers 
Key Information 
 
§ The government started a five-year plan and set targets for the 
workers. 
§  Russia became much more developed during this time. 
§ The workers suffered under so much work. Wages fell and if 
they made mistakes, they could be arrested. 

Key questions 
 
àWhat is the purpose of 
setting someone a target? 
àWhat would your main 
complaints be if you were a 
worker? 

Detail 
 
The government ran all the main industries. A five-year plan was introduced 
that set targets for each of the key heavy industries (coal, iron, oil and 
electricity). Some of these targets were almost impossible to reach because 
of a shortage of raw materials. However, many people supported Stalin and 
were determined to reach targets that had been set because they though 
that they were working for a better future and helping to make the Soviet 
Union a leading world power.  
 
Results during the first five-year plan was very impressive. Over 100 new 
industrial town and 15,000 factories were built. Between 1927 and 1937 coal 
production rose from 35.4 million ton to 128 million tons; oil from 11.7 million 
to 28.5 million tons; and steel from four million to 17.7 million tons. By 1937, 
the Soviet Union had been transformed into a modern industrial power. 
 
This came at a great human cost. People working in the factories had to work 
very long hours for very little pay (wages fell between 1928 and 1937). If 
they were late for work they could be sacked and lose their house or flat. 
Workers were fined if they failed to meet targets. If they made mistakes, 
they were arrested. Overcrowding was also a problem. 



How much did life change for women? 
Key Information 
 
§ The government wanted women to have a bigger role in society. 
§  Women played a key-role in industry and worked in factories. 
§  There was not enough childcare provided by the government – 
may children ended up on the streets. 

Key questions 
 
àWere the Communists 
successful in their attempts 
the change the role of 
women? 
àWhat would your main 
complaints be if you were a 
female worker in Russia? 

Detail 
 
The Communist Party wanted to change the position of women in 
society. They thought that women should be more independent 
and not just fulfil the domestic role of caring for the home and 
family. 
 
Women played a key role in industry (working in the factories). 
The five-year plan revealed a shortage of workers so thousands 
of child-care centres were set up so that women could work in 
the factories. By 1937, 40 per cent of industrial workers were 
women. 
 
However, not enough childcare was provided by the government. 
Many children lived on the streets in gangs of orphans and 
survived by begging and stealing. Also, although the Communist 
Party stressed equality for women, few became actively involved 
in politics. 



Life for young people 
Key Information 
 
§ The communists thought education was important. 
§  Education prepared young people for work. 
§  There was also clubs and activities to do outside of school. This 
was called ‘Pioneers’. 

Key questions 
 
àWhy do you think the 
young people were so 
important to the 
communists? 

Detail 
 
The communists thought education was very important. Their aim was for 
each child to receive nine years of free education. However, schools often 
struggled for resources. Teachers were badly paid and many children left 
school early. At school, the aim was to combine education and political 
propaganda. During the 1920s: 
 
àReligious teaching was replaced by an emphasis on communism and atheism. 
àA large part of education focused on technical subjects and industrial 
training in order to prepare pupils for the world of work. There were visits 
to farms, factories and power stations. 
àThe history of the Soviet Union was rewritten in order to present Lenin 
and Stalin as the real heroes of the Revolution and the Civil War. Trotsky 
was given little credit. 
 
Turning young people into loyal communists was not just left to the teachers. 
Outside of school, students were expected to join the ‘Pioneers’ and promise 
to obey what the Communist Party taught them. In the Pioneers, children 
took part in activities like camping. However, they were also taught 
communist values. 


