
Preparing for your assessment 

• On Thursday 18th November, you will be completing 
your assessment on Stone Cold / Curious Incident.

• Your lessons since half term have been getting you 
ready for this! 

• But you can also practice at home to make sure you 
are fully prepared. 



What will the question look like? 

• You will have an extract from your novel, and one 
question about a character or theme.

• You should use the extract to help you, but you can also 
use anything else from the book that you have read so 
far. 

• You should write as much as you can. Each of your 
paragraphs should include a point, at least one 
quotation, and an explanation of what this shows the 
reader. 

• Let’s look at an example question: 



Read the extract from Chapter 31 of Mark Haddon’s The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time and answer the question below:

31

It was 1:12 a.m. when Father arrived at the police station. I did not see him until 
1:28 a.m. but I knew he was there because I could hear him. 

He was shouting, ‘I want to see my son,’ and ‘Why the hell is he locked up?’ and, 
‘Of course I’m bloody angry.’

Then I heard a policeman telling him to calm down. Then I heard nothing for a long 
while. 

At 1:28 a.m. a policeman opened the door of the cell and told me that there was 
someone to see me.

I stepped outside. Father was standing in the corridor. He held up his right hand 
and spread his fingers out in a fan. I held up my left hand and spread my fingers 
out in a fan and we made our fingers and thumbs touch each other. We do this 
because sometimes Father wants to give me a hug, but I do not like hugging 
people, so we do this instead, and it means that he loves me. 

How does Mark Haddon present Christopher’s father

• In this extract? 

• In the rest of the novel? 



Let’s answer this question together:

Point: In this extract, Mark Haddon presents Christopher’s 
father as…

Quotation: The word/phrase….

Explanation: This shows the reader that….

Point: In the rest of the novel, Mark Haddon presents 
Christopher’s father as…

Quotation: Haddon writes…

Explanation: This shows the reader that….



Read the extract from Stone Cold by Robert Swindells and answer the question below: 

And that was my mission in life – to turn dirty, scruffy, pimply youths into soldiers. Into men. And I did it, 
too. Year after year.

Yes, and what thanks do I get? I’ll tell you. They chuck me out. Twenty-nine years’ service and they turn 
round and chuck me out. Medical grounds, it says on the chit. Discharged on medical grounds. And 
there’s nothing wrong with me. Nothing. I’m forty-seven and fit as a butcher’s dog.

Medical grounds is just an excuse, of course. I know why they really chucked me out. They chucked me 
out because their mission in life is exactly the opposite of mine. They think I don’t know that, but I do. 
They’re all part of the plot, see? There’s a plot – it’s been hatching a long time now – to undermine the 
country by clogging it up with dossers and junkies and drunks. Some of the top politicians are in it, and 
civil servants and social workers and even the church. They want to flood the country with winos and 
crims and down-and-outs and drag it down till it’s no better than some of the filthy holes I’ve served in 
all these years. They’re powerful, and they’ll stop at nothing. What’s the career of one Sergeant-Major to 
them? Nothing, that’s what. Nothing. 

They’re not going to stop me, though. Oh, no. They abolished National Service, and they’ve put me 
where I can’t turn garbage into men anymore, but I can clean up the garbage, can’t I? They can’t stop me 
doing that, and I will. By golly I will.

How does Robert Swindells present Shelter

• In this extract? 

• In the rest of the novel? 



Let’s answer this question together:

Point: In this extract, Robert Swindells presents Shelter as…

Quotation: The word/phrase….

Explanation: This shows the reader that….

Point: In the rest of the novel, Robert Swindells presents 
Shelter as…

Quotation: Swindells writes…

Explanation: This shows the reader that….



How can you prepare at home? 

Revise: 

Write a list of the main characters and themes. 

Using your exercise book, and the digital copy of 
the novel on Teams, create a mind-map for each 
character and theme, including all of the most 
important information we have learned so far. 

Re-Do: 

Look back in your books 
at any PQEs you have 
written. 
Can you improve them? 
Use the success criteria 
to help: 

√ Clear point which 
answers the question 
√ Quotation from the 
text which is relevant 
√ Explanation of what 
this shows the reader 

Practice: 

Create your own character and theme questions, 
and have a go at answering them with PQE 
paragraphs.

Use your mind maps and the digital copy of the text 
to help you. 


